
Georgetown Prep 
Summer Reading Book List

Directions for Incoming Freshmen and 
Transfer Students:

1. Browse the list for books that interest you. You will 
only sign up for ONE BOOK, but you may read as 
many as you like.

2. Use the link provided below to sign up for your book. 
The admissions office will send an email once the link 
goes live on (or about) June 8: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSes60e-
x3cqAjIltrclLIxFm85SPENS_rHF8pUIpeZYUzJHOw/clo
sedform

3. Groups will fill up on a first come first served basis. If 
you cannot select your first choice on the form, that 
means the group is full. Browse the list again and pick a 
different option.

4. If your name does not appear on the drop down menu, 
email Mr. Venker (tvenker@gprep.org) your top four 
book choices. He will assign you to a group.

Note: Groups fill up on a first come, first served basis. 
Please sign up in a timely fashion and no later than July 1.

Directions for Returning Rising 
Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors:

1. Browse the books in this list and select 3-5 that 
would interest you (you will end up selecting only 
one but have choices in case groups become full).

2. On May 26th, a link to our google sign-up form 
will become live. Please use this link to sign up: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHUK
10xLR_I6931sHl47leBIL0J2Kc3s-_-
0EFHN7ouhf4w/closedform

3. Enjoy your book!

Note: Groups fill up on a first come, first serve basis. 
Please sign up in a timely fashion if you would like to 
get into your first choice book group.

“Teenagers need to read during summer months to maintain current reading levels. Reading just 4-5 books during the summer can 
prevent a decline in a student’s fall reading scores”

~ James Kim, Harvard University

We encourage students to read and enjoy many books over the course of the summer. We find a strong 
correlation between regular reading – of any kind – and academic success in the humanities. Regular readers 

build strong vocabularies, understand complex texts, and build the reading stamina required for college 
readiness. Regular readers also tend to be the most fluent and talented writers. Read often!

In addition to required reading for courses, the Georgetown Prep Summer Reading program asks students to 
join with a few fellow students and a faculty member to read a book for pleasure.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSes60e-x3cqAjIltrclLIxFm85SPENS_rHF8pUIpeZYUzJHOw/closedform
mailto:tvenker@gprep.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHUK10xLR_I6931sHl47leBIL0J2Kc3s-_-0EFHN7ouhf4w/closedform


The Book Thief By Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death 
has never been busier, and will be busier still.

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed when she picks 
up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is The 

Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is 
her first act of book thievery. So begins a love affair with books 

and words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordian-playing foster 
father, learns to read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-
burnings, the mayor's wife's library, wherever there are books to 

be found.

But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family hides a 
Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is both opened up, and 

closed down.

In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-
winning author Markus Zusak has given us one of the most 

enduring stories of our time.

Empire of the Summer Moon By SC Gwynne

In the tradition of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, a stunningly 
vivid historical account of the forty-year battle between Comanche 

Indians and white settlers for control of the American West, 
centering on Quanah, the greatest Comanche chief of them all.

S. C. Gwynne’s Empire of the Summer Moon spans two 
astonishing stories. The first traces the rise and fall of the 

Comanches, the most powerful Indian tribe in American history. 
The second entails one of the most remarkable narratives ever to 
come out of the Old West: the epic saga of the pioneer woman 

Cynthia Ann Parker and her mixed-blood son Quanah, who 
became the last and greatest chief of the Comanches.

Group Leader: Josh Furnary

Dig By AS King

The Shoveler, the Freak, CanIHelpYou?, Loretta the Flea-Circus 
Ring Mistress, and First-Class Malcolm. These are the five 

teenagers lost in the Hemmings family's maze of tangled secrets. 
Only a generation removed from being simple Pennsylvania 

potato farmers, Gottfried and Marla Hemmings managed to trade 
digging spuds for developing subdivisions and now sit atop a 

seven-figure bank account, wealth they've declined to pass on to 
their adult children or their teenage grand children.

"Because we want them to thrive," Marla always says.
What does thriving look like? Like carrying a snow shovel 

everywhere. Like selling pot at the Arby's drive-thru window. Like 
a first class ticket to Jamaica between cancer treatments. Like a 

flea-circus in a doublewide. Like the GPS coordinates to a mound 
of dirt in a New Jersey forest. As the rot just beneath the surface 
of the Hemmings precious white suburban respectability begins 
to spread, the far flung grand children gradually find their ways 
back to each other, just in time to uncover the terrible cost of 

maintaining the family name.

Group Leader: Tom Venker

Group Leader: Erika McGinn

The Stand By Stephen King

This is the way the world ends: with a nanosecond of computer 
error in a Defense Department laboratory and a million casual 

contacts that form the links in a chain letter of death. And here is 
the bleak new world of the day after: a world stripped of its 

institutions and emptied of 99 percent of its people. A world in 
which a handful of panicky survivors choose sides -- or are 

chosen. 

Group Leader: John Glennon



Healthy Brain, Happy Life By Wendy Suzuki

Group Leader: Antonieta Singer

Dr. Wendy Suzuki one day woke up and realized she didn’t have a 
life. As an almost-40-year-old award-winning college professor, 

world-renowned neuroscientist, she had—what many 
considered—everything: tenure as a professor at New York 

University; her own very successful neuroscience research lab; 
prizes for scientific discoveries on cognition and memory; articles 

published in prestigious scientific journals. As a woman and a 
scientist, she was the envy of her peers and lauded by her 

superiors. On paper, she had a stellar career and an impeccable 
record.

What could she possibly be missing? Everything else.

Suzuki was overweight. She was tired. She was lonely, had 
strained work relationships, and for the first time in her life, 

completely without direction. So she resolved to change her life. 
The first step--get moving. 

Barking to the Choir By Fr. Greg Boyle

In a nation deeply divided and plagued by poverty and violence, 
Barking to the Choir offers a snapshot into the challenges and 

joys of life on the margins. Sergio, arrested at nine, in a gang by 
twelve, and serving time shortly thereafter, now works with the 
substance-abuse team at Homeboy to help others find sobriety. 

Jamal, abandoned by his family when he tried to attend school at 
age seven, gradually finds forgiveness for his schizophrenic 

mother. New father Cuco, who never knew his own dad, thinks of 
a daily adventure on which to take his four-year-old son. These 
former gang members uplift the soul and reveal how bright life 

can be when filled with unconditional love and kindness.

This book is guaranteed to shake up our ideas about God and 
about people with a glimpse at a world defined by more 

compassion and fewer barriers. Gently and humorously, Barking 
to the Choir invites us to find kinship with one another and 

reconvinces us all of our own goodness. 

Group Leader: Matt Fitzgibbons

Five Chimneys: The Story of Auschwitz 
By Olga Lengyel

Olga Lengyel tells, frankly and without compromise, one of the 
most horrifying stories of all time. This true, documented 

chronicle is the intimate, day-to-day record of a beautiful woman 
who survived the nightmare of Auschwitz and Birchenau. 

Having lost her husband, her parents, and her two young sons to 
the Nazi exterminators, Olga Lengyel had little to live for during 
her seven-month internment in Auschwitz. Only Lengyel's work 
in the prisoners' underground resistance and the need to tell this 
story kept her fighting for survival. She survived by her wit and 

incredible strength. 

This book is a necessary reminder of one of the ugliest chapters in 
the history of human civilization. It was a shocking experience. It 

is a shocking book.

Group Leader: Ryan Eskow

No Country for Old Men By Cormac 
McCarthy

In his blistering new novel, Cormac McCarthy returns to the 
Texas-Mexico border, the setting of his famed Border Trilogy. 

The time is our own, when rustlers have given way to drug-
runners and small towns have become free-fire zones.

One day, Llewellyn Moss finds a pickup truck surrounded by a 
bodyguard of dead men. A load of heroin and two million dollars 
in cash are still in the back. When Moss takes the money, he sets 

off a chain reaction of catastrophic violence that not even the law–
in the person of aging, disillusioned Sheriff Bell–can contain.

As Moss tries to evade his pursuers–in particular a mysterious 
mastermind who flips coins for human lives–McCarthy 

simultaneously strips down the American crime novel and 
broadens its concerns to encompass themes as ancient as the 

Bible and as bloodily contemporary as this morning’s headlines.
No Country for Old Men is a triumph.

Group Leader: John Krambuhl



The Round House By Louise Erdrich 

One of the most revered novelists of our time—a brilliant 
chronicler of Native-American life—Louise Erdrich in The Round 

House transports readers to the Ojibwe reservation in North 
Dakota. It is an exquisitely told story of a boy on the cusp of 

manhood who seeks justice and understanding in the wake of a 
terrible crime that upends and forever transforms his family. 

Riveting and suspenseful, arguably the most accessible novel to 
date, Erdrich’s The Round House is a page-turning masterpiece 

of literary fiction—at once a powerful coming-of-age story, a 
mystery, and a tender, moving novel of family, history, and 

culture.

Group Leader: Leah Hepburn

Truly Devious By Maureen Johnson

Ellingham Academy is a famous private school in Vermont for the 
brightest thinkers, inventors, and artists. It was founded by Albert 

Ellingham, an early twentieth century tycoon, who wanted to make a 
wonderful place full of riddles, twisting pathways, and gardens. “A 

place,” he said, “where learning is a game.”

Shortly after the school opened, his wife and daughter were 
kidnapped. The only real clue was a mocking riddle listing methods 
of murder, signed with the frightening pseudonym “Truly, Devious.” 

It became one of the great unsolved crimes of American history.

True-crime aficionado Stevie Bell is set to begin her first year at 
Ellingham Academy, and she has an ambitious plan: She will solve 

this cold case. That is, she will solve the case when she gets a grip on 
her demanding new school life and her housemates: the inventor, the 
novelist, the actor, the artist, and the jokester. But something strange 

is happening. Truly Devious makes a surprise return, and death 
revisits Ellingham Academy. The past has crawled out of its grave. 

Someone has gotten away with murder. 

Group Leader: Katie Howard

Elon Musk By Ashlee Vance

In the spirit of Steve Jobs and Moneyball, Elon Musk is both an 
illuminating and authorized look at the extraordinary life of one of 

Silicon Valley's most exciting, unpredictable, and ambitious 
entrepreneurs--a real-life Tony Stark--and a fascinating 

exploration of the renewal of American invention and its new 
"makers.”

Elon Musk spotlights the technology and vision of Elon Musk, 
the renowned entrepreneur and innovator behind SpaceX, Tesla, 

and SolarCity, who sold one of his Internet companies, PayPal, for 
$1.5 billion. Ashlee Vance captures the full spectacle and arc of the 
genius's life and work, from his tumultuous upbringing in South 

Africa and flight to the United States to his dramatic technical 
innovations and entrepreneurial pursuits.

Vance uses Musk's story to explore one of the pressing questions 
of our age: can the nation of inventors and creators who led the 

modern world for a century still compete in an age of fierce global 
competition? 

Group Leader: Katherine Steuart

The Splendid and the Vile By Erik Larson

On Winston Churchill’s first day as prime minister, Adolf Hitler 
invaded Holland and Belgium. Poland and Czechoslovakia had 
already fallen, and the Dunkirk evacuation was just two weeks 

away. For the next twelve months, Hitler would wage a relentless 
bombing campaign, killing 45,000 Britons. It was up to Churchill 

to hold his country together and persuade President Franklin 
Roosevelt that Britain was a worthy ally—and willing to fight to 

the end.

In The Splendid and the Vile, Erik Larson shows, in cinematic 
detail, how Churchill taught the British people “the art of being 
fearless.” Drawing on diaries, original archival documents, and 
once-secret intelligence reports—some released only recently—

Larson provides a new lens on London’s darkest year through the 
day-to-day experience of Churchill and his family. The Splendid 

and the Vile takes readers out of today’s political dysfunction and 
back to a time of true leadership, when, in the face of unrelenting 
horror, Churchill’s eloquence, courage, and perseverance bound a 

country, and a family, together.

Group Leader: Brandon Rothenberg



The Saturday Night Ghost Club By Craig 
Davidson

Growing up in 1980s Niagara Falls--a seedy but magical, slightly 
haunted place--Jake Baker spends most of his time with his uncle 

Calvin, a kind but eccentric enthusiast of occult artifacts and 
conspiracy theories. The summer Jake turns twelve, he befriends a 

pair of siblings new to town, and so Calvin decides to initiate 
them all into the "Saturday Night Ghost Club." But as the 

summer goes on, what begins as a seemingly lighthearted project 
may ultimately uncover more than any of its members had 

imagined. With the alternating warmth and sadness of the best 
coming-of-age stories, The Saturday Night Ghost Club examines 
the haunting mutability of memory and storytelling, as well as the 

experiences that form the people we become.

Group Leader: Mary Pullano

Me Talk Pretty One Day By David Sedaris

David Sedaris' move to Paris from New York inspired these 
hilarious pieces, including the title essay, about his attempts to 
learn French from a sadistic teacher who declares that every day 
spent with you is like having a caesarean section. His family is 

another inspiration. You Can't Kill the Rooster is a portrait of his 
brother, who talks incessant hip-hop slang to his bewildered 

father. And no one hones a finer fury in response to such modern 
annoyances as restaurant meals presented in ludicrous towers of 

food and cashiers with six-inch fingernails.

Group Leader: Terry Gormley

Into Thin Air By John Krakauer

When Jon Krakauer reached the summit of Mt. Everest in the 
early afternoon of May 10,1996, he hadn't slept in fifty-seven hours 

and was reeling from the brain-altering effects of oxygen 
depletion. As he turned to begin the perilous descent from 29,028 

feet (roughly the cruising altitude of an Airbus jetliner), twenty 
other climbers were still pushing doggedly to the top, unaware 

that the sky had begun to roil with clouds...

Into Thin Air is the definitive account of the deadliest season in 
the history of Everest by the acclaimed Outside journalist and 

author of the bestselling Into the Wild. Taking the reader step by 
step from Katmandu to the mountain's deadly pinnacle, Krakauer

has his readers shaking on the edge of their seat. Beyond the 
terrors of this account, however, he also peers deeply into the 

myth of the world's tallest mountain. What is is about Everest that 
has compelled so many poeple--including himself--to throw 
caution to the wind, ignore the concerns of loved ones, and 

willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense? 

Group Leader: Joe Nardella

The Hate U Give By Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school 

she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood 

best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was 
unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling 
him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. 

Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops 
and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What 
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And 

the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her 
community. It could also endanger her life.

Group Leader: Steve Maczynski



American Dirt By Jeanine Cummins

Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She 
runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love of her life, and a 

wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks 
beginning to show in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her 
life is, by and large, fairly comfortable. Even though she knows 

they’ll never sell, Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite books 
in her store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse 
and comes up to the register with a few books he would like to 

buy—two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. 
And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug 
cartel that has gruesomely taken over the city. When Lydia’s 

husband’s tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives 
will ever be the same. Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old 
Luca soon find themselves miles and worlds away from their 

comfortable middle-class existence. Instantly transformed into 
migrants, Lydia and Luca ride la bestia—trains that make their 

way north toward the United States, which is the only place 
Javier’s reach doesn’t extend. As they join the countless people 

trying to reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that everyone is running 
from something. But what exactly are they running to?

Group Leader: Tom Gigot

Born A Crime By Trevor Noah

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the 
desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. 

Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother 
at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in 

prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept 
mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the 

extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him 
from a government that could steal him away. Finally liberated by 

the end of South Africa’s white rule, Trevor and his mother set 
forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and 

embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle.

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows 
into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a 

world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of 
that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and 

fervently religious mother—a woman determined to save her son 
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would 

ultimately threaten her own life.

Group Leaders: Lucie Wilson

Twisted By Laurie Halse Anderson

High school senior Tyler Miller used to be the kind of guy who 
faded into the background—average student, average looks, 

average dysfunctional family. But since he got busted for doing 
graffiti on the school, and spent the summer doing outdoor work 

to pay for it, he stands out like you wouldn’t believe. His new 
physique attracts the attention of queen bee Bethany Milbury, 

who just so happens to be his father’s boss’s daughter, the sister 
of his biggest enemy—and Tyler’s secret crush. And that sets off a 
string of events and changes that have Tyler questioning his place 

in the school, in his family, and in the world.

In Twisted, the acclaimed Laurie Halse Anderson tackles a very 
controversial subject: what it means to be a man today. Fans and 
new readers alike will be captured by Tyler’s pitch perfect, funny 

voice, the surprising narrative arc, and the thoughtful moral 
dilemmas that are at the heart of all of the author’s award-

winning, widely read work.

Group Leader: Bob Barry

My Antonia By Willa Cather

Through Jim Burden's endearing, smitten voice, we revisit the 
remarkable vicissitudes of immigrant life in the Nebraska 

heartland, with all its insistent bonds. Guiding the way are some 
of literature's most beguiling characters: the Russian brothers 

plagued by memories of a fateful sleigh ride, Antonia's 
desperately homesick father and self-indulgent mother, and the 

coy Lena Lingard. Holding the pastoral society's heart, of course, 
is the bewitching, free-spirited Antonia.

Group Leader: Rob Begin



The Big Sleep By Raymond Chandler

The iconic first novel from crime fiction master Raymond 
Chandler, featuring Philip Marlowe, the ""quintessential urban 

private eye"" (Los Angeles Times).

A dying millionaire hires private eye Philip Marlowe to handle the 
blackmailer of one of his two troublesome daughters, and 
Marlowe finds himself involved with more than extortion. 

Kidnapping, pornography, seduction, and murder are just a few of 
the complications he gets caught up in.

Group Leader: Erik Maginnis

Dune By Frank Herbert

Set on the desert planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul 
Atreides, heir to a noble family tasked with ruling an inhospitable 
world where the only thing of value is the “spice” melange, a drug 
capable of extending life and enhancing consciousness. Coveted 
across the known universe, melange is a prize worth killing for....

When House Atreides is betrayed, the destruction of Paul’s family 
will set the boy on a journey toward a destiny greater than he 

could ever have imagined. And as he evolves into the mysterious 
man known as Muad’Dib, he will bring to fruition humankind’s 

most ancient and unattainable dream. 

A stunning blend of adventure and mysticism, environmentalism 
and politics, Dune won the first Nebula Award, shared the Hugo 
Award, and formed the basis of what is undoubtedly the grandest 

epic in science fiction. 

Group Leader: George Hendren

Rocket Boys By Homer Hickam Jr.

In 1957 a young man watched the Soviet satellite Sputnik shoot 
across the Appalachian sky and soon found his future in the stars. 

'Sonny' and a handful of his friends, Roy Lee Cook, Sherman 
O'Dell and Quentin Wilson were inspired to start designing and 
launching the home-made rockets that would change their lives 

forever. Step by step, with the help (and occasional hindrance) of 
a collection of unforgettable characters, the boys learn not only 

how to turn scrap into sophisticated rockets that fly miles into the 
sky, but how to sustain their dreams as they dared to imagine a 

life beyond its borders in a town that the postwar boom was 
passing by.

A powerful story of growing up and of getting out, of a mother's 
love and a father's fears, Homer Hickam's memoir Rocket Boys 

proves, like Angela's Ashes and Russell Baker's Growing Up 
before it, that the right storyteller and the right story can touch 

readers' hearts and enchant their souls.

Group Leader: Christina Shockley

Braiding Sweetgrass By Robin Wall Kimmerer

Drawing on her life as an indigenous scientist, and
as a woman, Kimmerer shows how other living
beings―asters and goldenrod, strawberries and
squash, salamanders, algae, and sweetgrass―

offer us gifts and lessons, even if we've forgotten
how to hear their voices.

Group Leader: Ramon Tusell



Chocolate War By Robert Cormier

Jerry Renault ponders the question on the poster in his locker: Do 
I dare disturb the universe? Refusing to sell chocolates in the 
annual Trinity school fund-raiser may not seem like a radical 
thing to do. But when Jerry challenges a secret school society 

called The Vigils, his defiant act turns into an all-out war. Now 
the only question is: Who will survive? First published in 1974, 

Robert Cormier's groundbreaking novel, an unflinching portrait 
of corruption and cruelty, has become a modern classic.

Group Leaders: Kevin Dorn

Everywhere You Don’t Belong By Gabriel 

Bump

In this alternately witty and heartbreaking debut novel, Gabriel 
Bump gives us an unforgettable protagonist, Claude McKay Love. 

Claude isn’t dangerous or brilliant—he’s an average kid coping 
with abandonment, violence, riots, failed love, and societal 
pressures as he steers his way past the signposts of youth: 
childhood friendships, basketball tryouts, first love, first 
heartbreak, picking a college, moving away from home.

Group Leader: Brian Chappell

The Remains of the Day By Kazuo Ishiguro

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, a long-serving butler at 
Darlington Hall, decides to take a motoring trip through the West 
Country. The six-day excursion becomes a journey into the past 
of Stevens and England, a past that takes in fascism, two world 

wars, and an unrealised love between the butler and his 
housekeeper.

Group Leader: Andy Swaminathan

Neither Here Nor There By Bill Bryson

Bill Bryson's first travel book, The Lost Continent, was 
unanimously acclaimed as one of the funniest books in years. In 
Neither Here nor There he brings his unique brand of humour to 
bear on Europe as he shoulders his backpack, keeps a tight hold 
on his wallet, and journeys from Hammerfest, the northernmost 
town on the continent, to Istanbul on the cusp of Asia. Fluent in, 

oh, at least one language, he retraces his travels as a student 
twenty years before.

Whether braving the homicidal motorist of Paris, being robbed by 
gypsies in Florence, attempting not to order tripe and eyeballs in 
a German restaurant, window-shopping in the sex shops of the 
Reeperbahn or disputing his hotel bill in Copenhagen, Bryson 

takes in the sights, dissects the culture and illuminates each place 
and person with his hilariously caustic observations. He even goes 

to Liechtenstein.

Group Leader: Robin Russell



Blood Meridian By Cormac McCarthy

Blood Meridian is an epic novel of the violence and depravity that 
attended America's westward expansion, brilliantly subverting the 
conventions of the Western novel and the mythology of the Wild 
West. Based on historical events that took place on the Texas-
Mexico border in the 1850s, it traces the fortunes of the Kid, a 

fourteen-year-old Tennesseean who stumbles into a nightmarish 
world where Indians are being murdered and the market for their 

scalps is thriving.

Group Leader: Damon McGraw

For Whom the Bell tolls By Ernest 

Hemmingway

In 1937 Ernest Hemingway traveled to Spain to cover the civil war 
there for the North American Newspaper Alliance. Three years 

later he completed the greatest novel to emerge from ""the good 
fight"", For Whom the Bell Tolls.

The story of Robert Jordan, a young American in the International 
Brigades attached to an antifascist guerilla unit in the mountains 
of Spain, it tells of loyalty and courage, love and defeat, and the 
tragic death of an ideal. In his portrayal of Jordan's love for the 

beautiful Maria and his superb account of El Sordo's last stand, in 
his brilliant travesty of La Pasionaria and his unwillingness to 

believe in blind faith, Hemingway surpasses his achievement in 
The Sun Also Rises and A Farewell to Arms to create a work at 

once rare and beautiful, strong and brutal, compassionate, 
moving and wise.

Group Leader: Brad Boyle

China in Ten Words By Yu Hua

From one of China’s most acclaimed writers, his first work of 
nonfiction to appear in English: a unique, intimate look at the 
Chinese experience over the last several decades, told through 
personal stories and astute analysis that sharply illuminate the 

country’s meteoric economic and social transformation.

Framed by ten phrases common in the Chinese vernacular—
“people,” “leader,” “reading,” “writing,” “Lu Xun” (one of the 

most influential Chinese writers of the twentieth century), 
“disparity,” “revolution,” “grassroots,” “copycat,” and 

“bamboozle”—China in Ten Words reveals as never before the 
world’s most populous yet oft-misunderstood nation. In 

“Disparity,” for example, Yu Hua illustrates the mind-boggling 
economic gaps that separate citizens of the country. In 

“Copycat,” he depicts the escalating trend of piracy and imitation 
as a creative new form of revolutionary action. And in 

“Bamboozle,” he describes the increasingly brazen practices of 
trickery, fraud, and chicanery that are, he suggests, becoming a 

way of life at every level of society.

Group Leader: Kevin Buckley

Meet Ignatius J. Reilly, the hero of John Kennedy Toole's 
tragicomic tale, A Confederacy of Dunces. This 30-year-old 

medievalist lives at home with his mother in New Orleans, pens 
his magnum opus on Big Chief writing pads he keeps hidden 

under his bed, and relays to anyone who will listen the traumatic 
experience he once had on a Greyhound Scenicruiser bound for 

Baton Rouge. ("Speeding along in that bus was like hurtling into 
the abyss.") But Ignatius's quiet life of tyrannizing his mother 
and writing his endless comparative history screeches to a halt 

when he is almost arrested by the overeager Patrolman Mancuso--
who mistakes him for a vagrant--and then involved in a car 

accident with his tipsy mother behind the wheel. One thing leads 
to another, and before he knows it, Ignatius is out pounding the 
pavement in search of a job. Ignatius--selfish, domineering, and 
deluded, tragic and comic and larger than life--is a modern-day 
Quixote beset by giants of the modern age. His fragility cracks 

the shell of comic bluster, revealing a deep streak of melancholy 
beneath the antic humor.

The Confederacy of Dunces By John Kennedy 

Toole

Group Leader: Patrick Butcher



N or M?: A Tommy and Tuppence Mystery

By Agatha Christie

The final words of the dying man...the code names of Hitler's 
most dangerous agents...the mysterious clue that sends Tommy 

and Tuppence to a seaside resort on a mission of wartime 
intelligence. But not as husband and wife. As strangers, meeting 

by chance, setting an elaborate trap for an elusive killer.

Group Leader: Ann Nichols

The Reckoning By John Grisham

Pete Banning was Clanton, Mississippi's favorite son--a decorated 
World War II hero, the patriarch of a prominent family, a farmer, 
father, neighbor, and a faithful member of the Methodist church. 
Then one cool October morning he rose early, drove into town, 

walked into the church, and calmly shot and killed his pastor and 
friend, the Reverend Dexter Bell. As if the murder weren't 

shocking enough, it was even more baffling that Pete's only 
statement about it--to the sheriff, to his lawyers, to the judge, to 
the jury, and to his family--was: "I have nothing to say." He was 

not afraid of death and was willing to take his motive to the grave.

Group Leader: Valerie Franck

Captain Blood By Rafael Sabatini

Peter Blood, an Irish physician and soldier in England in the 1680's, is 
wrongly convicted of treason and sentenced to indentured slavery in the 

Caribbean. He escapes and becomes the most feared pirate captain on the 
Spanish Main, but all the glory of his adventures cannot help him, for the 

woman he loves cannot love a thief and pirate. Even when he destroys 
England's enemies, even at his most triumphant...but wait! What's that... 
Long Description: Peter Blood, an Irish physician and former soldier is 
happily settled, in the 1680's, as the doctor in an English town, when the 
rebellion of the Duke of Monmouth catches him by accident. He saves a 

man's life, as a doctor must try to do, but the man is a rebel and the 
hanging Judge Jeffreys sentences him to ten years as an indentured slave 
in the Caribbean colonies. Once there, his knowledge as a physician is 
recognized, and thus he meets and falls in love with the daughter of the 

man who own his servitude; not likely to be a successful love story! A 
Spanish ship attacks the town, and while the Spaniards celebrate their 

victory he boldly steals their ship, and he and his fellow convicts sail off to 
become the boldest and most fearless of pirates among the islands and on 
the Spanish Main. But all the glory of his adventures cannot help him, for 
the woman he loves cannot love a thief and pirate. Even when he destroys 
England's enemies, even at his most triumphant...but wait! Is that... The 

classic novel of adventure and romance, and one of Sabatini's best.

Group Leader: Kurt Kaufmann

Cat Among the Pigeons By Agatha Christie

Late one night, two teachers investigate a mysterious flashing 
light in the sports pavilion while the rest of the school sleeps. 

There, among the lacrosse sticks, they stumble upon the body of 
an unpopular games mistress—shot through the heart point-

blank.

The school is thrown into chaos when the “cat” strikes again. 
Unfortunately, schoolgirl Julia Upjohn knows too much. In 

particular, she knows that without Hercule Poirot’s help, she will 
be the next victim.… 

Group Leader: Mary Elise Gribbin



Dark Matter By Blake Crouch

Jason Dessen is walking home through the chilly Chicago streets 
one night, looking forward to a quiet evening in front of the 

fireplace with his wife, Daniela, and their son, Charlie—when his 
reality shatters.

It starts with a man in a mask kidnapping him at gunpoint, for 
reasons Jason can’t begin to fathom—what would anyone want 

with an ordinary physics professor?—and grows even more 
terrifying from there, as Jason’s abductor injects him with some 

unknown drug and watches while he loses consciousness.

When Jason awakes, he’s in a lab, strapped to a gurney—and a 
man he’s never seen before is cheerily telling him “welcome 

back!”

Jason soon learns that in this world he’s woken up to, his house is 
not his house. His wife is not his wife. His son was never born.

And someone is hunting him.

Group Leader: Tom Fenfert

The Boys in the Boat
By Daniel James Brown

Daniel James Brown's robust book tells the story of the University 
of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest for an 

Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and 
grabbed the attention of millions of Americans. The sons of 

loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite 
rivals first from eastern and British universities and finally the 
German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in 

Berlin, 1936.

The emotional heart of the story lies with one rower, Joe Rantz, a 
teenager without family or prospects, who rows not for glory, but 
to regain his shattered self-regard and to find a place he can call 

home. The crew is assembled by an enigmatic coach and 
mentored by a visionary, eccentric British boat builder, but it is 

their trust in each other that makes them a victorious team. They 
remind the country of what can be done when everyone quite 

literally pulls together—a perfect melding of commitment, 
determination, and optimism.

Group Leader: Pete White

Unbroken By Laura Hillenbrand

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a 
teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, discovering a 

prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But 
when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, 

embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May 
afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into 
the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on 
a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles 

of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy 
aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of 
endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; 
suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. 
His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the 

fraying wire of his will.

Group Leader: Steve Ochs

The Alchemist By Paulo Coelho

Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an 
inspiring tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a 

modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and 
transforming the lives of countless readers across generations.

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an 
Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a 

worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—
and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's 

journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our 
hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens 

strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our 
dreams.

Group Leader: Kirsten Keppel



Pandemic By AG Riddle

The CDC and WHO race to stop it, but they soon learn that this 
pandemic hides a dark secret. It may be the start of a scientific 

experiment that could alter the human race forever--and reveal a 
shocking truth about our future.

Experience the groundbreaking novel that will change everything 
you think you know about pandemics--and how to survive one.

Group Leader: Joanna Scimeca

First published in 1959, Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of Hill 
House has been hailed as a perfect work of unnerving terror. It is 
the story of four seekers who arrive at a notoriously unfriendly pile 

called Hill House: Dr. Montague, an occult scholar looking for 
solid evidence of a "haunting"; Theodora, the lighthearted 
assistant; Eleanor, a friendless, fragile young woman well 

acquainted with poltergeists; and Luke, the future heir of Hill 
House. At first, their stay seems destined to be merely a spooky 

encounter with inexplicable phenomena. But Hill House is 
gathering its powers—and soon it will choose one of them to 

make its own.

Nexus By Rameez Naam

In the near future, the experimental nano-drug Nexus can link 
humans together, mind to mind. There are some who want to 

improve it. There are some who want to eradicate it. And there are 
others who just want to exploit it.

When a young scientist is caught improving Nexus, he’s thrust 
over his head into a world of danger and international espionage –

for there is far more at stake than anyone realizes.

From the halls of academe to the halls of power, from the 
headquarters of an elite US agency in Washington DC to a secret 
lab beneath a top university in Shanghai, from the underground 

parties of San Francisco to the illegal biotech markets of 
Bangkok, from an international neuroscience conference to a 

remote monastery in the mountains of Thailand – Nexus is a thrill 
ride through a future on the brink of explosion.

Group Leader: Denise Lindekugel

Leave Only Footprints By Conor Knighton

When Conor Knighton set off to explore America's "best idea," he worried 
the whole thing could end up being his worst idea. A broken engagement 
and a broken heart had left him longing for a change of scenery, but the 

plan he'd cooked up in response had gone a bit overboard in that 
department: Over the course of a single year, Knighton would visit every 

national park in the country, from Acadia to Zion.

In Leave Only Footprints, Knighton shares informative and entertaining 
dispatches from what turned out to be the road trip of a lifetime. Whether 
he's waking up early for a naked scrub in a historic bathhouse in Arkansas 

or staying up late to stargaze along our loneliest highway in Nevada, 
Knighton weaves together the type of stories you're not likely to find in any 

guidebook. Through his unique lens, America the Beautiful becomes 
America the Captivating, the Hilarious, and the Inspiring. Along the way, 

he identifies the threads that tie these wildly different places together—and 
that tie us to nature—and reveals how his trip ended up changing his 

views on everything from God and love to politics and technology.

Filled with fascinating tidbits about our parks' past and reflections on their 
fragile future, this book is both a celebration of and a passionate case for 

the natural wonders that all Americans share.

Group Leader: Emily Thigpen

The Haunting of Hill House 
By Shirley Jackson

Group Leader: Monica Allston



Leningrad, Russia, 1968. Alexander Karpenko is no ordinary child, 
and from an early age, it is clear he is destined to lead his 

countrymen. But when his father is assassinated by the KGB for 
defying the state, he and his mother will have to escape from 

Russia if they hope to survive. At the docks, they are confronted 
with an irreversible choice: should they board a container ship 

bound for America, or Great Britain? Alexander leaves that choice 
to the toss of a coin . . .

In a single moment, a double twist decides Alexander’s future. 
During an epic tale of fate and fortune, spanning two continents 

and thirty years, we follow his triumphs and defeats as he 
struggles as an immigrant to conquer his new world. As this 
unique story unfolds, Alexander comes to realize where his 

destiny lies, and accepts that he must face the past he left behind 
in Russia. 

They were the best.

Colonel Alois Hammer: He welded five thousand individual 
killers into a weapon more deadly than any other in the human 

universe.

Luke Broglie: His brilliant mind could have succeeded in any 
business; but war was the business he chose.

Tess Kuykendall: She knew what her job was, but she also knew 
what was survivable.

Slick Des Grieux: War was his life, and that made him almost too 
dangerous to live.

The collision between different styles of being The Best meant a 
bloodbath, even by the grim standard of Hammer's Slammers.

Randall Munroe left NASA in 2005 to start up his hugely popular 
site XKCD 'a web comic of romance, sarcasm, math and 

language' which offers a witty take on the world of science and 
geeks. It now has 600,000 to a million page hits daily. Every now 

and then, Munroe would get emails asking him to arbitrate a 
science debate. 'My friend and I were arguing about what would 
happen if a bullet got struck by lightning, and we agreed that you 
should resolve it . . . ' He liked these questions so much that he 

started up What If.

The Plague By Albert Camus

The townspeople of Oran are in the grip of a deadly plague, which 
condemns its victims to a swift and horrifying death. Fear, 
isolation and claustrophobia follow as they are forced into 

quarantine. Each person responds in their own way to the lethal 
disease: some resign themselves to fate, some seek blame, and a 

few, like Dr. Rieux, resist the terror.

An immediate triumph when it was published in 1947, The Plague 
is in part an allegory of France's suffering under the Nazi 

occupation, and a timeless story of bravery and determination 
against the precariousness of human existence.

Group Leader: Ben Williams

What If?: Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd 

Hypothetical Questions By R. Monroe

Group Leader: Bonnie Bai

Heads You Win By Jeffrey Archer

Group Leader: Scott Urick

The Warrior By David Drake 

Group Leader: John Balbach



Following Mateo By Tom Molanphy

A humorous, tender story of the complicated friendship between a 
20-something American and a 50-something Mayan Indian in 

Belize.

Group Leader: John DeCaro

As Sapolsky explains, most of us do not lie awake at night 
worrying about whether we have leprosy or malaria. Instead, the 
diseases we fear--and the ones that plague us now--are illnesses 
brought on by the slow accumulation of damage, such as heart 

disease and cancer. When we worry or experience stress, our body 
turns on the same physiological responses that an animal's does, 
but we do not resolve conflict in the same way--through fighting 

or fleeing. Over time, this activation of a stress response makes us 
sick.

Into the Wild By Jon Krakauer

In April, 1992, a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to 
Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. 

McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He 
had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and 
most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and 
invented a new life for himself. Four months later, a party of 

moose hunters found his decomposed body. How McCandless 
came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild.

Immediately after graduating from college in 1991, McCandless 
had roamed through the West and Southwest on a vision quest 

like those made by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the 
Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, stripped it of its license 

plates, and burned all of his cash. He would give himself a new 
name, Alexander Supertramp, and, unencumbered by money and 

belongings, he would be free to wallow in the raw, unfiltered 
experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the 
map, McCandless simply threw away the maps. Leaving behind 

his desperate parents and sister, he vanished into the wild.

Group Leader: Chris DeFeo

Why Zebras Don’t Get Ulcers 

By Robert Sapolsky

Group Leader: Eamon O’Liddy

A Man for All Seasons By Robert Bolt

A Man for All Seasons dramatizes the conflict between King 
Henry VIII and Sir Thomas More. It depicts the confrontation 

between church and state, theology and politics, absolute power 
and individual freedom. Throughout the play Sir Thomas More's 
eloquence and endurance, his purity, saintliness and tenacity in 

the face of ever-growing threats to his beliefs and family, earn him 
status as one of modern drama's greatest tragic heroes.

The play was first staged in 1960 at the Globe Theatre in London 
and was voted New York's Best Foreign Play in 1962. In 1966 it 

was made into an Academy Award-winning film by Fred 
Zinneman starring Paul Scofield. A Man for All Seasons is a stark 
play, sparse in its narrative, sinewy in its writing, which confirms 

Mr. Bolt as a genuine and solid playwright, a force in our 
awakening theatre.

Group Leader: Tim Wisecarver



Ghengis Khan and the Making of the Modern 
World By Jack Weatherford

The Mongol army led by Genghis Khan subjugated more lands 
and people in 25 years than the Romans did in 400. In nearly every 
country the Mongols conquered, they brought an unprecedented 

rise in cultural communication, expanded trade, and a blossoming 
of civilization.

Vastly more progressive than his European or Asian counterparts, 
Genghis Khan abolished torture, granted universal religious 

freedom, and smashed feudal systems of aristocratic privilege. 
From the story of his rise through the tribal culture to the 

explosion of civilization that the Mongol Empire unleashed, this 
brilliant work of revisionist history is nothing less than the epic 

story of how the modern world was made.

Group Leader: Marcos Poole

Open By Andre Agassi

From Andre Agassi, one of the most beloved athletes in history 
and one of the most gifted men ever to step onto a tennis court, a 

beautiful, haunting autobiography.

Agassi’s incredibly rigorous training begins when he is just a 
child. By the age of thirteen, he is banished to a Florida tennis 

camp that feels like a prison camp. Lonely, scared, a ninth-grade 
dropout, he rebels in ways that will soon make him a 1980s icon. 
He dyes his hair, pierces his ears, dresses like a punk rocker. By 

the time he turns pro at sixteen, his new look promises to change 
tennis forever, as does his lightning-fast return.

And yet, despite his raw talent, he struggles early on. We feel his 
confusion as he loses to the world’s best, his greater confusion as 

he starts to win. After stumbling in three Grand Slam finals, 
Agassi shocks the world, and himself, by capturing the 1992 

Wimbledon. Overnight he becomes a fan favorite and a media 
target.

Group Leader: Adam Brown

Nine Stories By J.D. Salinger

Stories: A Perfect Day for Bananafish, Uncle Wiggily in 
Connecticut, Just Before the War with the Eskimos, The 

Laughing Man, Down at the Dinghy, For Esme -- With Love and 
Squalor, Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes, De Daumier-Smith's 

Blue Period, and Teddy.

Group Leader: Tom Conlan

The Odyssey By Homer

If the Iliad is the world's greatest war epic, then the Odyssey is 
literature's grandest evocation of everyman's journey though life. 

Odysseus' reliance on his wit and wiliness for survival in his 
encounters with divine and natural forces, during his ten-year 

voyage home to Ithaca after the Trojan War, is at once a timeless 
human story and an individual test of moral endurance.

Group Leader: Fr. David Sauter



All Our Wrongs Today By Elan Mastai

In Tom Barren's 2016, humanity thrives in a techno-utopian 
paradise of flying cars, moving sidewalks, and moon bases, where 
avocados never go bad and punk rock never existed . . . because it 
wasn't necessary. Except Tom just can't seem to find his place in 

this dazzling, idealistic world, and that's before his life gets 
turned upside down. Utterly blindsided by an accident of fate, 

Tom makes a rash decision that drastically changes not only his 
own life but the very fabric of the universe itself. In a time-travel 

mishap, Tom finds himself stranded in our 2016, what we think of 
as the real world. For Tom, our normal reality seems like a 
dystopian wasteland. But when he discovers wonderfully 

unexpected versions of his family, his career, and—maybe, just 
maybe—his soul mate, Tom has a decision to make. Does he fix 

the flow of history, bringing his utopian universe back into 
existence, or does he try to forge a new life in our messy, 

unpredictable reality? Tom’s search for the answer takes him 
across countries, continents, and timelines in a quest to figure 

out, finally, who he really is and what his future—our future—is 
supposed to be."

Group Leader: Erica Lodish

Why We’re Polarized By Ezra Klein

After Election Day 2016, both supporters and opponents of the 
soon-to-be president hailed his victory as a historically 

unprecedented event. Most Americans could agree that no 
candidate like Donald Trump had ever been elected President 

before. But political journalist Ezra Klein makes the case that the 
2016 election wasn’t surprising at all. In fact, Trump’s electoral 

victory followed the exact same template as previous elections, by 
capturing a nearly identical percentage of voter demographics as 
previous Republican candidates. In this groundbreaking book, 
Klein shows how and why American politics polarized around 

identity in the 20th century, and what that polarization did to the 
way we see the world and each other. And he traces the feedback 
loops between our polarized political identities and our polarized 
political institutions that are driving our political system towards 

crisis. Neither a polemic nor a lament, Klein offers a clear 
framework for understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the 
Democratic Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday 

culture. A revelatory book that will change how you look at 
politics, and perhaps at yourself

Group Leader: Cappy Russell

Let My People Go Surfing 
By Yvon Chouinard

In this newly revised 10th anniversary edition, Yvon Chouinard--
legendary climber, businessman, environmentalist, and founder of 

Patagonia, Inc.--shares the persistence and courage that have 
gone into being head of one of the most respected and 

environmentally responsible companies on earth.

Group Leader: Bill Haardt

Why The Best Are The Best 
By Kevin Eastman

Winning the NBA Championship in 2008. Losing in the NBA 
Finals in 2010. Though they were completely different endings, 

emotionally, both were amazing learning opportunities that 
author, Kevin Eastman, experienced as a member of the Boston 

Celtics coaching staff. These events, and many others from 
Kevin’s forty-plus years in the game, have motivated him to write 
Why the Best Are the Best. Kevin will take you behind the scenes 
and share an up-close look at how and why the best are the way 
they are. Why the Best Are the Best examines strategies to help 

you overcome mistakes and failures, as well as ways to turn them 
into your own personal success plan. More importantly, this book 
will help you see that these same mindsets, habits, and strategies 
are not just for elite athletes or the otherwise famous. We can all 

insert them into our lives and careers to help us become our best. 
The best are the best, in part, because of the words they choose to 
live by. The best individuals and teams define their words, respect 
the power of those words, and use those words as a foundation for 

all they do. 

Group Leader: Howard Blue



Salt to the Sea By Ruta Sepetys

While the Titanic and Lusitania are both well-documented 
disasters, the single greatest tragedy in maritime history is the 

little-known January 30, 1945 sinking in the Baltic Sea by a Soviet 
submarine of the Wilhelm Gustloff, a German cruise liner that was 
supposed to ferry wartime personnel and refugees to safety from 
the advancing Red Army. The ship was overcrowded with more 

than 10,500 passengers — the intended capacity was 
approximately 1,800 — and more than 9,000 people, including 

5,000 children, lost their lives.

Sepetys (writer of 'Between Shades of Gray') crafts four 
fictionalized but historically accurate voices to convey the real-life 
tragedy. Joana, a Lithuanian with nursing experience; Florian, a 

Prussian soldier fleeing the Nazis with stolen treasure; and 
Emilia, a Polish girl close to the end of her pregnancy, converge 

on their escape journeys as Russian troops advance; each will 
eventually meet Albert, a Nazi peon with delusions of grandeur, 

assigned to the Gustloff decks.

Group Leader: Ryland Owen

Six of Crows By Leigh Bardugo

Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade where anything 
can be had for the right price—and no one knows that better than 
criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a chance at a deadly 
heist that could make him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But he 

can’t pull it off alone. . . .

A convict with a thirst for revenge
A sharpshooter who can’t walk away from a wager

A runaway with a privileged past
A spy known as the Wraith

A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums
A thief with a gift for unlikely escapes

Kaz’s crew is the only thing that might stand between the world 
and destruction—if they don’t kill each other first.

Group Leader: Karen Napolitano

Fight Club By Chuck Palahniuk

When a listless office employee (the narrator) meets Tyler 
Durden, his life begins to take on a strange new dimension. 

Together they form Fight Club - a secretive underground group 
sponsoring bloody bare-knuckle boxing matches staged in seedy 
alleys, vacant warehouses, and dive-bar basements. Fight Club 

lets ordinary men vent their suppressed rage, and it quickly 
develops a fanatical following. Before long it takes on all the 
trappings of a quasi-religious cult, replete with a devastating 

ideological mission to accomplish.

A masterpiece of raw violence and black humor, this exciting 
novel challenges listeners to see the world through a new - and 
quite possibly deranged - set of eyes. Acclaimed narrator Jim 

Colby brings out the dark satire in this tale of modern alienation.

Group Leader: Nathan Lockett

Sapiens By Yuval Noah Harari

How did our species succeed in the battle for dominance? Why 
did our foraging ancestors come together to create cities and 
kingdoms? How did we come to believe in gods, nations and 

human rights; to trust money, books and laws; and to be enslaved 
by bureaucracy, timetables and consumerism? And what will our 

world be like in the millennia to come?

In Sapiens, Dr Yuval Noah Harari spans the whole of human 
history, from the very first humans to walk the earth to the radical 
– and sometimes devastating – breakthroughs of the Cognitive, 

Agricultural and Scientific Revolutions. Drawing on insights from 
biology, anthropology, paleontology and economics, he explores 
how the currents of history have shaped our human societies, the 
animals and plants around us, and even our personalities. Have 

we become happier as history has unfolded? Can we ever free our 
behaviour from the heritage of our ancestors? And what, if 

anything, can we do to influence the course of the centuries to 
come?

Group Leader: Bear Altemus



Bang The Drum Slowly By Mark Harris

Henry Wiggen, hero of The Southpaw and the best-known 
fictional baseball player in America, is back again, throwing a 

baseball “with his arm and his brain and his memory and his bluff 
for the sake of his pocket and his family.” More than a novel 

about baseball, Bang the Drum Slowly is about the friendship and 
the lives of a group of men as they each learn that a teammate is 

dying of cancer.

Bang the Drum Slowly was chosen as one of the top one hundred 
sports books of all time by Sports Illustrated and appears on 

numerous other lists of best baseball fiction. 

Group Leader: Joe Harkins

Peyton Manning By Clayton Geoffreys

In this newly revised 2017 edition of Peyton Manning: The 
Inspiring Story of One of Football’s Greatest Quarterbacks, you'll 

read about the inspirational story of football’s star, Peyton 
Manning. This short unauthorized biography of Peyton Manning 

highlights the greatest moments of his career.

Peyton Manning has cemented himself as one of the best 
quarterbacks to ever play the game of football through his 

extensive impact on the Indianapolis Colts and Denver Broncos. 
In this Peyton Manning book, we’ll explore Peyton Manning’s 

journey to the NFL, as well as his impact on the game.

This football book details what makes Manning so great and his 
magnificent career as one of the most prolific quarterbacks to ever 

play the game

Group Leader: Brett Graham

The Jungle By Upton Sinclair

The Jungle is a 1906 novel written by the American journalist and 
novelist Upton Sinclair (1878–1968). Sinclair wrote the novel to portray 
the harsh conditions and exploited lives of immigrants in the United 
States in Chicago and similar industrialized cities. However, most 
readers were more concerned with his exposure of health violations 

and unsanitary practices in the American meatpacking industry 
during the early 20th century, based on an investigation he did for a 

socialist newspaper. The book depicts working class poverty, the lack 
of social supports, harsh and unpleasant living and working 

conditions, and a hopelessness among many workers. These elements 
are contrasted with the deeply rooted corruption of people in power. 

Sinclair was considered a muckraker, or journalist who exposed 
corruption in government and business. He first published the novel 
in serial form in 1905, in the Socialist newspaper, Appeal to Reason, 
between February 25, 1905 and November 4, 1905. In 1904, Sinclair 

had spent seven weeks gathering information while working incognito 
in the meatpacking plants of the Chicago stockyards for the 

newspaper. It was published as a book on February 26, 1906, by 
Doubleday and in a subscribers' edition. A film version of the novel 

was made in 1914, but it has since become lost.

Group Leader: Dan Bowen


