
Georgetown Prep 
Summer Reading Book List

Directions for Incoming Freshmen and 
Transfer Students:

1. Browse the list for books that interest you, then select a 
book.

2. On May 31st, a link to a sign up form will become 
available. Please use this link to sign up for a book: 
https://forms.gle/ag74v8JW4oDK1LBEA Groups 
will fill up on a first come first served basis. If you 
cannot select your first choice on the form, that means 
the group is full. Browse the list again and pick a 
different option.

3. If your name does not appear on the drop down menu, 
email Mr. Venker (tvenker@gprep.org) your top four 
book choices. He will assign you to a group.

4. Enjoy your book!

Note: Rising 9th graders and ESL students may select any of 
the books available and should select a book that best suits 
their interests. Also, groups fill up on a first come, first 
serve basis. Please sign up in a timely fashion.

Directions for Returning Rising 
Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors:

1. Browse the books in this list and select 3-5 that 
would interest you (you will end up selecting only 
one but have choices in case groups become full).

2. On May 23rd, a link to our google sign-up form 
will become live. Please use this link to sign up: 
https://forms.gle/kwAHmAFtSZgLDwEr6

3. Enjoy your book!

Note: Groups fill up on a first come, first serve basis. 
Please sign up in a timely fashion if you would like to 
get into your first choice book group.

“Teenagers need to read during summer months to maintain current reading levels. Reading just 4-5 books during the summer can 
prevent a decline in a student’s fall reading scores”

~ James Kim, Harvard University

We encourage students to read and enjoy many books over the course of the summer. We find a strong 
correlation between regular reading – of any kind – and academic success in the humanities. Regular readers 

build strong vocabularies, understand complex texts, and build the reading stamina required for college 
readiness. Regular readers also tend to be the most fluent and talented writers. Read often!

In addition to required reading for courses, the Georgetown Prep Summer Reading program asks students to 
join with a few fellow students and a faculty member to read a book for pleasure.



The First Conspiracy By Brad Meltzer 
and Josh Mensch

In 1776, an elite group of soldiers were handpicked to serve as 
George Washington’s bodyguards. Washington trusted them; 

relied on them. But unbeknownst to Washington, some of them 
were part of a treasonous plan. In the months leading up to the 

Revolutionary War, these traitorous soldiers, along with the 
Governor of New York, William Tryon, and Mayor David 

Mathews, launched a deadly plot against the most important 
member of the military: George Washington himself.

This is the story of the secret plot and how it was revealed. It is a 
story of leaders, liars, counterfeiters, and jailhouse confessors. It 
also shows just how hard the battle was for George Washington 

and how close America was to losing the Revolutionary War.

In this historical page-turner, New York Times bestselling author 
Brad Meltzer teams up with American history writer and 

documentary television producer, Josh Mensch to unravel the 
shocking true story behind what has previously been a footnote in 

the pages of history. 

Exit West By Mohsin Hamid

In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young people 
meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained 

Saeed. They embark on a furtive love affair, and are soon 
cloistered in a premature intimacy by the unrest roiling their city. 

When it explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork of 
checkpoints and bomb blasts, they begin to hear whispers about 
doors—doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for 

a price. As the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide that 
they no longer have a choice. Leaving their homeland and their 

old lives behind, they find a door and step through. . .

Exit West follows these remarkable characters as they emerge into 
an alien and uncertain future, struggling to hold on to each other, 

to their past, to the very sense of who they are. Profoundly 
intimate and powerfully inventive, it tells an unforgettable story of 
love, loyalty, and courage that is both completely of our time and 

for all time. 

Group Leader: Rob Begin

On the Come Up By Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all 
time. Or at least win her first battle. As the daughter of an 

underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, 
Bri’s got massive shoes to fill.

But it’s hard to get your come up when you’re labeled a hoodlum 
at school, and your fridge at home is empty after your mom loses 
her job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first song, 

which goes viral…for all the wrong reasons.

Insightful, unflinching, and full of heart, On the Come Up is an 
ode to hip hop from one of the most influential literary voices of a 
generation. It is the story of fighting for your dreams, even as the 
odds are stacked against you; and about how, especially for young 

black people, freedom of speech isn’t always free. 

Group Leader: Tom Venker

Group Leader: Josh Furnary

Legacy By James Kerr

In Legacy, best-selling author James Kerr goes deep into the heart 
of the world's most successful sporting team, the legendary All 

Blacks of New Zealand, to reveal 15 powerful and practical 
lessons for leadership and business.

Legacy is a unique, inspiring handbook for leaders in all fields, 
and asks: What are the secrets of success - sustained success? 

How do you achieve world-class standards, day after day, week 
after week, year after year? How do you handle pressure? How do 

you train to win at the highest level? What do you leave behind 
you after you're gone?

Group Leader: Lucie Wilson



Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon

Valley Startup By John Carreyrou

Group Leader: Kevin Dorn

In 2014, Theranos founder and CEO Elizabeth Holmes was 
widely seen as the female Steve Jobs: a brilliant Stanford dropout 
whose startup “unicorn” promised to revolutionize the medical 

industry with a machine that would make blood testing 
significantly faster and easier. Backed by investors such as Larry 
Ellison and Tim Draper, Theranos sold shares in a fundraising 
round that valued the company at more than $9 billion, putting 
Holmes’s worth at an estimated $4.7 billion. There was just one 

problem: The technology didn’t work.

A riveting story of the biggest corporate fraud since Enron, a tale 
of ambition and hubris set amid the bold promises of Silicon 

Valley. 

Fearless By Eric Blehm

When Navy SEAL Adam Brown woke up on March 17, 2010, he 
didn’t know he would die that night in the Hindu Kush 

Mountains of Afghanistan—but he was ready: In a letter to his 
children, not meant to be seen unless the worst happened, he 

wrote, “I’m not afraid of anything that might happen to me on 
this earth, because I know no matter what, nothing can take my 

spirit from me.”

Long before Adam Brown became a member of the elite SEAL 
Team SIX—the counterterrorism unit that took down Osama bin 

Laden—he was a fun-loving country boy from Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, whose greatest goal had been to wear his high school’s 

football jersey. Adam was a kid who broke his own bones but 
would never break a promise to his parents.

But after high school, Adam fell in with the wrong crowd, and his 
family watched as his appetite for risk dragged him into a 

downward spiral. Battling his inner demons, Adam developed one 
goal: to become the best of the best—a U.S. Navy SEAL.

Group Leader: Mary Elise Gribbin

Silent Spring By Rachel Carson

Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring was first published in three 
serialized excerpts in the New Yorker in June of 1962. The book 
appeared in September of that year and the outcry that followed 

its publication forced the banning of DDT and spurred 
revolutionary changes in the laws affecting our air, land, and 

water. Carson’s passionate concern for the future of our planet 
reverberated powerfully throughout the world, and her eloquent 

book was instrumental in launching the environmental 
movement. It is without question one of the landmark books of 

the twentieth century. 

Group Leader: Laura Hatmaker

Cosa Nostra: A History of the Sicilian Mafia 

By John Dickie

The Italian-American mafia has its roots in a mysterious and 
powerful criminal network in Sicily. While the mythology of the 
mafia has been widely celebrated in American culture, the true 

origins of its rituals, laws, and methods have never actually been 
revealed. John Dickie uses startling new research to expose the 

secrets of the Sicilian mafia, providing a fascinating account that 
is more violent, frightening, and darkly comic than anything 

conceived in popular movies and novels. How did the Sicilian 
mafia begin? How did it achieve its powerful grip in Italy and 

America? How does it operate today? From the mafia's origins in 
the 1860s to its current tense relationship with the Berlusconi 
government, Cosa Nostra takes us to the inner sanctum where 

few have dared to go before. This is an important work of history 
and a revelation for anyone who ever wondered what it means to 

be "made" in the mob. 

Group Leader: Bob Brewer



Blueprint By Robert Plomin

In Blueprint, behavioral geneticist Robert Plomin describes how 
the DNA revolution has made DNA personal by giving us the 
power to predict our psychological strengths and weaknesses 

from birth. A century of genetic research shows that DNA 
differences inherited from our parents are the consistent life-long 

sources of our psychological individuality―the blueprint that 
makes us who we are. This, says Plomin, is a game changer.

Plomin reports that genetics explains more of the psychological 
differences among people than all other factors combined. 

Genetics accounts for fifty percent of psychological 
differences―not just mental health and school achievement but all 

psychological traits, from personality to intellectual abilities. 
Nature, not nurture is what makes us who we are.

Plomin explores the implications of this, drawing some 
provocative conclusions―among them that parenting styles don't 
really affect children's outcomes once genetics is taken into effect. 

Group Leader: Erika McGinn

The Raven Tower By Ann Leckie

For centuries, the kingdom of Iraden has been protected by the 
god known as the Raven.

He watches over his territory from atop a tower in the powerful 
port of Vastai. His will is enacted through the Raven's Lease, a 

human ruler chosen by the god himself. His magic is sustained by 
the blood sacrifice that every Lease must offer. And under the 

Raven's watch, the city flourishes.

But the Raven's tower holds a secret. Its foundations conceal a 
dark history that has been waiting to reveal itself...and to set in 

motion a chain of events that could destroy Iraden forever. 

Group Leader: John Balbach

Elon Musk By Ashlee Vance

In the spirit of Steve Jobs and Moneyball, Elon Musk is both an 
illuminating and authorized look at the extraordinary life of one of 

Silicon Valley's most exciting, unpredictable, and ambitious 
entrepreneurs--a real-life Tony Stark--and a fascinating 

exploration of the renewal of American invention and its new 
"makers.”

Elon Musk spotlights the technology and vision of Elon Musk, 
the renowned entrepreneur and innovator behind SpaceX, Tesla, 

and SolarCity, who sold one of his Internet companies, PayPal, for 
$1.5 billion. Ashlee Vance captures the full spectacle and arc of the 
genius's life and work, from his tumultuous upbringing in South 

Africa and flight to the United States to his dramatic technical 
innovations and entrepreneurial pursuits.

Vance uses Musk's story to explore one of the pressing questions 
of our age: can the nation of inventors and creators who led the 

modern world for a century still compete in an age of fierce global 
competition? 

Group Leader: Natalie Denney

1984 By George Orwell

In 1984, London is a grim city in the totalitarian state of Oceania 
where Big Brother is always watching you and the Thought Police 
can practically read your mind. Winston Smith is a man in grave 

danger for the simple reason that his memory still functions. 
Drawn into a forbidden love affair, Winston finds the courage to 
join a secret revolutionary organization called The Brotherhood, 

dedicated to the destruction of the Party. Together with his 
beloved Julia, he hazards his life in a deadly match against the 

powers that be. 

Group Leader: Joe Harkins



The Name of the Wind By Patrick Rothfuss

My name is Kvothe.

I have stolen princesses back from sleeping barrow kings. I 
burned down the town of Trebon. I have spent the night with 

Felurian and left with both my sanity and my life. I was expelled 
from the University at a younger age than most people are allowed 
in. I tread paths by moonlight that others fear to speak of during 
day. I have talked to Gods, loved women, and written songs that 

make the minstrels weep.

You may have heard of me.

So begins a tale unequaled in fantasy literature—the story of a 
hero told in his own voice. It is a tale of sorrow, a tale of survival, a 
tale of one man’s search for meaning in his universe, and how that 

search, and the indomitable will that drove it, gave birth to a 
legend. 

Group Leader: Chris Hampton

Originals: How Non-‐Conformists move the 

World By Adam Grant

Using surprising studies and stories spanning business, politics, 
sports, and entertainment, Grant explores how to recognize a 

good idea, speak up without getting silenced, build a coalition of 
allies, choose the right time to act, and manage fear and doubt; 

how parents and teachers can nurture originality in children; and 
how leaders can build cultures that welcome dissent. Learn from 

an entrepreneur who pitches his start-ups by highlighting the 
reasons not to invest, a woman at Apple who challenged Steve 

Jobs from three levels below, an analyst who overturned the rule 
of secrecy at the CIA, a billionaire financial wizard who fires 

employees for failing to criticize him, and a TV executive who 
didn’t even work in comedy but saved Seinfeld from the cutting-
room floor. The payoff is a set of groundbreaking insights about 

rejecting conformity and improving the status quo. 

Group Leader: Bear Altemus

Into Thin Air By John Krakauer

When Jon Krakauer reached the summit of Mt. Everest in the 
early afternoon of May 10,1996, he hadn't slept in fifty-seven hours 

and was reeling from the brain-altering effects of oxygen 
depletion. As he turned to begin the perilous descent from 29,028 
feet (roughly the cruising altitude of an Airbus jetliner), twenty 
other climbers were still pushing doggedly to the top, unaware 

that the sky had begun to roil with clouds...

Into Thin Air is the definitive account of the deadliest season in 
the history of Everest by the acclaimed Outside journalist and 

author of the bestselling Into the Wild. Taking the reader step by 
step from Katmandu to the mountain's deadly pinnacle, Krakauer

has his readers shaking on the edge of their seat. Beyond the 
terrors of this account, however, he also peers deeply into the 

myth of the world's tallest mountain. What is is about Everest that 
has compelled so many poeple--including himself--to throw 
caution to the wind, ignore the concerns of loved ones, and 

willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense? 

Group Leader: Joanna Scimeca

The Hate U Give By Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school 

she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood 

best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was 
unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling 
him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. 

Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops 
and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What 
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And 

the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her 
community. It could also endanger her life.

Group Leader: Steve Maczynski



Redeployment By Phil Klay

Phil Klay's Redeployment takes readers to the frontlines of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, asking us to understand what 

happened there, and what happened to the soldiers who returned. 
Interwoven with themes of brutality and faith, guilt and fear, 

helplessness and survival, the characters in these stories struggle 
to make meaning out of chaos.

In "Redeployment,” a soldier who has had to shoot dogs because 
they were eating human corpses must learn what it is like to 

return to domestic life in suburbia, surrounded by people "who 
have no idea where Fallujah is, where three members of your 

platoon died.” 

Group Leader: Kevin Buckley

Born A Crime By Trevor Noah

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the 
desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. 

Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother 
at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in 

prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept 
mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the 

extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him 
from a government that could steal him away. Finally liberated by 

the end of South Africa’s white rule, Trevor and his mother set 
forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and 

embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle.

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows 
into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a 

world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of 
that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and 

fervently religious mother—a woman determined to save her son 
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would 

ultimately threaten her own life.

Group Leaders: Katie Howard and
Brandon Rothenberg

Educated By Tara Westover

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was 
seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family 

was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to 
ensure the children received an education, and no one to 

intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When 
another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a 

new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking 
her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to 

Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d 
traveled too far, if there was still a way home. 

Group Leader: Antonieta Singer

The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
By Agatha Christie

Roger Ackroyd knew too much. He knew that the woman he 
loved had poisoned her brutal first husband. He suspected also 
that someone had been blackmailing her. Then, tragically, came 
the news that she had taken her own life with an apparent drug 

overdose.

However the evening post brought Roger one last fatal scrap of 
information, but before he could finish reading the letter, he was 
stabbed to death. Luckily one of Roger’s friends and the newest 
resident to retire to this normally quiet village takes over—none 

other than Monsieur Hercule Poirot.

Group Leader: Father Sauter



The Things They Carried By Tim O’Brien

The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: 
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, 

Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has 
survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the 

age of forty-three. 

Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate 
seminars in creative writing—it has become required reading for 

any American and continues to challenge readers in their 
perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear 

and longing. 

Group Leader: John Krambuhl

Dune By Frank Herbert

Set on the desert planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul 
Atreides, heir to a noble family tasked with ruling an inhospitable 
world where the only thing of value is the “spice” melange, a drug 
capable of extending life and enhancing consciousness. Coveted 
across the known universe, melange is a prize worth killing for....

When House Atreides is betrayed, the destruction of Paul’s family 
will set the boy on a journey toward a destiny greater than he 

could ever have imagined. And as he evolves into the mysterious 
man known as Muad’Dib, he will bring to fruition humankind’s 

most ancient and unattainable dream. 

A stunning blend of adventure and mysticism, environmentalism 
and politics, Dune won the first Nebula Award, shared the Hugo 
Award, and formed the basis of what is undoubtedly the grandest 

epic in science fiction. 

Group Leader: Bradley Boyle

Good and Mad By Rebecca Traister

In the year 2018, it seems as if women’s anger has suddenly 
erupted into the public conversation. But long before Pantsuit 
Nation, before the Women’s March, and before the #MeToo

movement, women’s anger was not only politically catalytic—but 
politically problematic. The story of female fury and its cultural 
significance demonstrates the long history of bitter resentment 

that has enshrouded women’s slow rise to political power in 
America, as well as the ways that anger is received when it comes 

from women as opposed to when it comes from men.

With eloquence and fervor, Rebecca tracks the history of female 
anger as political fuel—from suffragettes marching on the White 
House to office workers vacating their buildings after Clarence 
Thomas was confirmed to the Supreme Court. Here Traister
explores women’s anger at both men and other women; anger 
between ideological allies and foes; the varied ways anger is 

perceived based on its owner; as well as the history of caricaturing 
and delegitimizing female anger; and the way women’s collective 

fury has become transformative political fuel occurring today. 

Group Leader: Cappy Russell

Killers of the Flower Moon By David Grann

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were 
members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was 

discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured 
automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study in 

Europe.

Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family 
of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One 

of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it was just 
the beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under 
mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to 

investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death 
toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young 

director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger 
named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put 

together an undercover team, including a Native American agent 
who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to 
expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history.

Group Leader: Pete White



Big Game, Small World: A Basketball

Adventure By Alexander Wolff

Alex Wolff canvasses the globe and travels to 16 different 
countries (and 10 states in the U.S.) to find out exactly why 

basketball has become a worldwide phenomenon. Whether it's in 
a pick-up game on the Royal court in Bhutan, in the heart of a 

former female college player of the year turned cloistered nun, in 
the tragedy of the legendary junior national team in war torn 

Yugoslavia, or in the life's work of one of the greatest players to 
ever play in the NBA, Alex Wolff discovers that basketball can 

define an individual, a race, a culture, and in some instances even 
a country. Fusing John Feinstein's talent for finding the human 

drama behind sport with Bill Bryson's travelogue style, Wolff 
shows how the power and love of basketball extends to the four 

corners of the earth and engages people of all cultures, races, 
genders, and generations. 

Group Leaders: D. Tirado and M. Poole

A Walk in the Woods By Bill Bryson

Back in America after twenty years in Britain, Bill Bryson decided 
to reacquaint himself with his native country by walking the 2,100-
mile Appalachian Trail, which stretches from Georgia to Maine. 

The AT offers an astonishing landscape of silent forests and 
sparkling lakes—and to a writer with the comic genius of Bill 
Bryson, it also provides endless opportunities to witness the 

majestic silliness of his fellow human beings.

For a start there's the gloriously out-of-shape Stephen Katz, a 
buddy from Iowa along for the walk. Despite Katz's 

overwhelming desire to find cozy restaurants, he and Bryson 
eventually settle into their stride, and while on the trail they meet 

a bizarre assortment of hilarious characters. But A Walk in the 
Woods is more than just a laugh-out-loud hike. Bryson's acute eye 

is a wise witness to this beautiful but fragile trail, and as he tells 
its fascinating history, he makes a moving plea for the 

conservation of America's last great wilderness. An adventure, a 
comedy, and a celebration, A Walk in the Woods has become a 

modern classic of travel literature. 

Group Leader: Robin Russell

The Hot Zone By Richard Preston

A highly infectious, deadly virus from the central African rain 
forest suddenly appears in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. There 

is no cure. In a few days 90 percent of its victims are dead. A 
secret military SWAT team of soldiers and scientists is mobilized 
to stop the outbreak of this exotic "hot" virus. The Hot Zone tells 

this dramatic story, giving a hair-raising account of the 
appearance of rare and lethal viruses and their "crashes" into the 
human race. Shocking, frightening, and impossible to ignore, The 

Hot Zone proves that truth really is scarier than fiction. 

Group Leader: Bonnie Bai

The Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao
By Junot Diaz

Oscar is a sweet but disastrously overweight ghetto nerd who—
from the New Jersey home he shares with his old world mother 

and rebellious sister—dreams of becoming the Dominican J.R.R. 
Tolkien and, most of all, finding love. But Oscar may never get 

what he wants. Blame the fukú—a curse that has haunted Oscar’s 
family for generations, following them on their epic journey from 
Santo Domingo to the USA. Encapsulating Dominican-American 
history, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao opens our eyes to 
an astonishing vision of the contemporary American experience 

and explores the endless human capacity to persevere—and risk it 
all—in the name of love. 

Group Leader: Mary Pullano



Gregor the Overlander By Suzanne Collins

When Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room of his 
apartment building, he hurtles into the dark Underland, where 
spiders, rats, cockroaches coexist uneasily with humans. This 

world is on the brink of war, and Gregor's arrival is no accident. A 
prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role to play in the 

Underland's uncertain future. Gregor wants no part of it -- until he 
realizes it's the only way to solve the mystery of his father's 
disappearance. Reluctantly, Gregor embarks on a dangerous 

adventure that will change both him and the Underland forever. 

This unforgettable novel by Suzanne Collins, the international 
bestselling author of the Hunger Games series, is rich in suspense 

and brimming with adventure. 

Group Leader: Denise Lindekugel

Just Mercy By Bryan Stevenson

Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal 
Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those 
most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, 
and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our 
criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter 

McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious 
murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a 

tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal 
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and 

justice forever.

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, 
gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the 
lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for 

compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 

Group Leader: Brian Chappell

Ender’s Game By Orson Scott Card

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's 
next attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and train 
them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin 
lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, 

and the person he loves more than anyone else, his sister 
Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-
training program but didn't make the cut—young Ender is the 

Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military 
training.

Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the 
Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in zero gravity. 

Yet growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers 
Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, 

pressure from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the 
alien invaders. His psychological battles include loneliness, fear 

that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and 
fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved sister.

Group Leader: Ally Morgan

On August 14, 2017, two days after a white-supremacist activist rammed 
his car into a group of anti-Fascist protestors, killing one and injuring 

nineteen, the New England Holocaust Memorial was vandalized for the 
second time in as many months. At the base of one of its fifty-four-foot 

glass towers lay a pile of shards. For Steve Ross, the image called to mind 
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass in which German authorities 

ransacked Jewish-owned buildings with sledgehammers. Ross was eight 
years old when the Nazis invaded his Polish village, forcing his family to 
flee. He spent his next six years in a day-to-day struggle to survive the 
notorious camps in which he was imprisoned, Auschwitz-Birkenau and 
Dachau among them. When he was finally liberated, he no longer knew 
how old he was, he was literally starving to death, and everyone in his 

family except for his brother had been killed. Ross learned in his darkest 
experiences--by observing and enduring inconceivable cruelty as well as by 
receiving compassion from caring fellow prisoners--the human capacity to 
rise above even the bleakest circumstances. He decided to devote himself 
to underprivileged youth, aiming to ensure that despite the obstacles in 

their lives they would never experience suffering like he had. 
Equal parts heartrending, brutal, and inspiring, From Broken Glass is the 
story of how one man survived the unimaginable and helped lead a new 

generation to forge a more compassionate world. 

From Broken Glass By Steve Ross

Group Leader: Ryan Eskow



City of Thieves By David Benioff

During the Nazis’ brutal siege of Leningrad, Lev Beniov is 
arrested for looting and thrown into the same cell as a handsome 
deserter named Kolya. Instead of being executed, Lev and Kolya
are given a shot at saving their own lives by complying with an 
outrageous directive: secure a dozen eggs for a powerful Soviet 
colonel to use in his daughter’s wedding cake. In a city cut off 

from all supplies and suffering unbelievable deprivation, Lev and 
Kolya embark on a hunt through the dire lawlessness of 

Leningrad and behind enemy lines to find the impossible. 

Group Leader: Tom Gigot

The Right Stuff By Tom Wolfe

Millions of words have poured forth about man's trip to the moon, 
but until now few people have had a sense of the most engrossing 

side of the adventure; namely, what went on in the minds of the 
astronauts themselves - in space, on the moon, and even during 

certain odysseys on earth. It is this, the inner life of the 
astronauts, that Tom Wolfe describes with his almost uncanny 

empathetic powers, that made The Right Stuff a classic. 

Group Leader: Monica Alston

Washington Black By Esi Edugyan

Eleven-year-old George Washington Black—or Wash—a field 
slave on a Barbados sugar plantation, is initially terrified when he 

is chosen as the manservant of his master’s brother. To his 
surprise, however, the eccentric Christopher Wilde turns out to be 

a naturalist, explorer, inventor, and abolitionist. Soon Wash is 
initiated into a world where a flying machine can carry a man 

across the sky, where even a boy born in chains may embrace a 
life of dignity and meaning, and where two people, separated by 

an impossible divide, can begin to see each other as human. 

But when a man is killed and a bounty is placed on Wash’s head, 
they must abandon everything and flee together. Over the course 
of their travels, what brings Wash and Christopher together will 
tear them apart, propelling Wash ever farther across the globe in 
search of his true self. Spanning the Caribbean to the frozen Far 
North, London to Morocco, Washington Black is a story of self-
invention and betrayal, of love and redemption, and of a world 

destroyed and made whole again. 

Group Leader: Karen Napolitano

Cat Among the Pigeons By Agatha Christie

Late one night, two teachers investigate a mysterious flashing 
light in the sports pavilion while the rest of the school sleeps. 

There, among the lacrosse sticks, they stumble upon the body of 
an unpopular games mistress—shot through the heart point-

blank.

The school is thrown into chaos when the “cat” strikes again. 
Unfortunately, schoolgirl Julia Upjohn knows too much. In 

particular, she knows that without Hercule Poirot’s help, she will 
be the next victim.… 

Group Leader: Andy Swaminathan



The Souls of Black Folk By WEB DuBois

William Edward Burghardt Du Bois (1868-1963) is the greatest of 
African American intellectuals--a sociologist, historian, novelist, 

and activist whose astounding career spanned the nation's history 
from Reconstruction to the civil rights movement. Born in 

Massachusetts and educated at Fisk, Harvard, and the University 
of Berlin, Du Bois penned his epochal masterpiece, The Souls of 

Black Folk, in 1903. It remains his most studied and popular work; 
its insights into life at the turn of the 20th century still ring true. 

Group Leader: Colin Brown

So Brave, Young and Handsome 

By Leif Enger

A stunning successor to his best selling novel Peace Like a River, 
Leif Enger's new work is a rugged and nimble story about an 

aging train robber on a quest to reconcile the claims of love and 
judgment on his life, and the failed writer who goes with him. 
In 1915 Minnesota, novelist Monte Becket has lost his sense of 
purpose. His only success long behind him, Monte lives simply 
with his wife and son. But when he befriends outlaw Glendon

Hale, a new world of opportunity and experience presents itself. 
Glendon has spent years in obscurity, but the guilt he harbors for 
abandoning his wife, Blue, over two decades ago, has lured him 

from hiding. As the modern age marches swiftly forward, Glendon
aims to travel back to his past--heading to California to seek 
Blue's forgiveness. Beguiled and inspired, Monte soon finds 

himself leaving behind his own family to embark for the unruly 
West with his fugitive guide. As they desperately flee from the 

relentless Charles Siringo, an ex-Pinkerton who's been hunting 
Glendon for years, Monte falls ever further from his family and the 
law, to be tempered by a fiery adventure from which he may never 

get home. 

Group Leader: Ben Williams

Unbroken By Laura Hillenbrand

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a 
teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, discovering a 

prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But 
when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, 

embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May 
afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into 
the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on 
a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles 

of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy 
aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of 
endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; 
suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. 
His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the 

fraying wire of his will.

Group Leader: Steve Ochs

The Alchemist By Paulo Coelho

Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an 
inspiring tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a 

modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and 
transforming the lives of countless readers across generations.

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an 
Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a 

worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—
and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's 

journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our 
hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens 

strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our 
dreams.

Group Leader: Chris Defeo



Catch-‐22 By Joseph Heller

The novel is set during World War II, from 1942 to 1944. It mainly 
follows the life of Captain John Yossarian, a U.S. Army Air Forces 
B-25 bombardier. Most of the events in the book occur while the 
fictional 256th Squadron is based on the island of Pianosa, in the 

Mediterranean Sea, west of Italy. The novel looks into the 
experiences of Yossarian and the other airmen in the camp, who 

attempt to maintain their sanity while fulfilling their service 
requirements so that they may return home. 

Group Leader: George Hendren

Frankie Landau-Banks at age 14: Debate Club. Her father's 
"bunny rabbit." A mildly geeky girl attending a highly 

competitive boarding school. 

Frankie Landau-Banks at age 15: A knockout figure. A sharp 
tongue. A chip on her shoulder. And a gorgeous new senior 

boyfriend: the supremely goofy, word-obsessed Matthew 
Livingston. 

Frankie Landau-Banks, at age 16: No longer the kind of girl to 
take "no" for an answer and possibly a criminal mastermind. This 

is the story of how she got that way.

Frankie Landau-Banks. No longer the kind of girl to take "no" for 
an answer. Especially when "no" means she's excluded from her 

boyfriend's all-male secret society. Not when her ex-boyfriend 
shows up in the strangest of places. Not when she knows she's 
smarter than any of them. When she knows Matthew's lying to 

her. And when there are so many, many pranks to be done. 

Hillbilly Elegy By J.D. Vance

From a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful 
account of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a 

broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white working 
class

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in 
crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The decline of this 

group, a demographic of our country that has been slowly 
disintegrating over forty years, has been reported on with growing 
frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as 

searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a 
social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born 

with it hung around your neck. 

Group Leader: Joe Nardella

The Giver By Lois Lowry

Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no 
war or fear of pain. There are no choices. Every person is assigned 

a role in the community. Jonas lives in a seemingly ideal world.

When Jonas turns 12 he is singled out to receive special training 
from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true 

pain and pleasure of life. Not until he is given his life assignment 
as the Receiver does Jonas begin to understand the dark secrets 

behind this fragile community. Now, it is time for Jonas to receive 
the truth. There is no turning back. 

Group Leader: Tony Ashur

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-‐
Banks By E. Lockhart
Group Leader: Bob Barry



Michael likes to hang out with his friends and play with the latest 
graphic design software. His parents drag him to rallies held by 

their anti-immigrant group, which rails against the tide of 
refugees flooding the country. And it all makes sense to Michael.

Until Mina, a beautiful girl from the other side of the protest lines, 
shows up at his school, and turns out to be funny, smart -- and a 

Muslim refugee from Afghanistan. Suddenly, his parents' politics 
seem much more complicated.

Mina has had a long and dangerous journey fleeing her besieged 
home in Afghanistan, and now faces a frigid reception at her new 
prep school, where she is on scholarship. As tensions rise, lines 
are drawn. Michael has to decide where he stands. Mina has to 
protect herself and her family. Both have to choose what they 

want their world to look like. 

Eight years of unfettered access, a keen sense of a story’s deepest 
truths, and a genuine compassion for his subject allow Pulitzer 

Prize–winning journalist George Dohrmann to take readers inside 
the machine that produces America’s basketball stars. 

Hoop dreams aren’t just for players. The fever that grips college 
basketball prospects hoping to strike big-time NBA gold afflicts 

coaches, parents, and sneaker executives as well. Every one of 
them has a stake in keeping America’s wildly dysfunctional, 

incredibly lucrative youth basketball machine up and running—
no matter the consequences.

The riveting story of Ferdinand Magellan’s historic 60,000-mile 
ocean voyage

“Prodigious research, sure-footed prose and vivid descriptions 
make for a thoroughly satisfying account... it is all here in the 

wondrous detail, a first-rate historical page turner.”— New York 
Times Book Review 

Ferdinand Magellan's daring circumnavigation of the globe in the 
sixteenth century was a three-year odyssey filled with sex, 

violence, and amazing adventure. Now in Over the Edge of the 
World, prize-winning biographer and journalist Laurence 
Bergreen entwines a variety of candid, firsthand accounts, 

bringing to life this groundbreaking and majestic tale of discovery 
that changed both the way explorers would henceforth navigate 

the oceans and history itself. 

The Rap Yearbook By Shea Serrano

Here's what The Rap Year Book does: It takes readers from 1979, 
widely regarded as the moment rap became recognized as part of 

the cultural and musical landscape, and comes right up to the 
present, with Shea Serrano hilariously discussing, debating, and 

deconstructing the most important rap song year by year. Serrano 
also examines the most important moments that surround the 
history and culture of rap music--from artists' backgrounds to 
issues of race, the rise of hip-hop, and the struggles among its 
major players--both personal and professional. Covering East 

Coast and West Coast, famous rapper feuds, chart toppers, and 
show stoppers, The Rap Year Book is an in-depth look at the 

most influential genre of music to come out of the last generation. 

Complete with infographics, lyric maps, uproarious and 
informative footnotes, portraits of the artists, and short essays by 

other prominent music writers, The Rap Year Book is both a 
narrative and illustrated guide to the most iconic and influential 

rap songs ever created

Group Leader: Erik Maginnis

Over the Edge of the World 
By Laurence Bergreen

Group Leader: Ryland Owen

The Lines We Cross By Randa Abdel-‐Fattah

Group Leader: Bill Haardt

Play Their Hearts Out 
By George Dohrmann

Group Leader: Eamon O’Liddy



The Shining By Stephen King

Jack Torrance's new job at the Overlook Hotel is the perfect 
chance for a fresh start. As the off-season caretaker at the 
atmospheric old hotel, he'll have plenty of time to spend 

reconnecting with his family and working on his writing. But as 
the harsh winter weather sets in, the idyllic location feels ever 

more remote...and more sinister. And the only one to notice the 
strange and terrible forces gathering around the Overlook is 

Danny Torrance, a uniquely gifted five-year-old.

Group Leader: John Glennon

The Apology By Plato

The Apology of Socrates is Plato's version of the speech given by 
Socrates as he unsuccessfully defended himself in 399BCE against 
the charges of "corrupting the young, and by not believing in the 

gods in whom the city believes, but in other daimonia that are 
novel" (24b). "Apology" here has its earlier meaning (now usually 

expressed by the word "apologia") of speaking in defense of a 
cause or of one's beliefs or actions. 

Group Leader: Tim Wisecarver

The definitive collection from the late Ralph Wiley-pioneering 
journalist, acclaimed author of Why Black People Tend to Shout, 

and a towering voice in the world of sportswriting, when Ralph 
Wiley, a columnist for ESPN.com and a former writer for Sports 
Illustrated, passed away on June 13, 2004, he left behind a rich 

legacy of written work. This volume brings together Wiley's best 
feature stories from Sports Illustrated, columns from ESPN.com, 

his 'Parting Shots' from the ESPN television show The Sports 
Reporters, and excerpts from his books and screenplays.

Ready Player One By Ernest Cline

In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage 
Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the virtual 
utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying 
the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines—puzzles 
that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of 

decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to 
whoever can unlock them.

But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself 
beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race 

is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and 
confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape.

Group Leader: Patrick Butcher

Classic Wiley: A Lifetime of Punchers, Players,
Punks and Prophets By Ralph Wiley

Group Leader: Brett Graham



Dear Evan Hansen By Val Emmich

Suddenly, Evan isn't invisible anymore--even to the girl of his 
dreams. And Connor Murphy's parents, with their beautiful home 
on the other side of town, have taken him in like he was their own, 

desperate to know more about their enigmatic son from his 
closest friend. As Evan gets pulled deeper into their swirl of anger, 

regret, and confusion, he knows that what he's doing can't be 
right, but if he's helping people, how wrong can it be?

Group Leader: Erica Lodish

Watership Down By Richard Adams

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this 
stirring tale of adventure, courage and survival follows a band of 

very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and 
the certain destruction of their home. Led by a stouthearted pair 
of friends, they journey forth from their native Sandleford Warren 
through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, 

to a mysterious promised land and a more perfect society.

Group Leader: Dan Bowen

Nine Stories By J.D. Salinger

Stories: A Perfect Day for Bananafish, Uncle Wiggily in 
Connecticut, Just Before the War with the Eskimos, The 

Laughing Man, Down at the Dinghy, For Esme -- With Love and 
Squalor, Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes, De Daumier-Smith's 

Blue Period, and Teddy.

Group Leader: Tom Conlon

Sand By Hugh Howey

The old world is buried. A new one has been forged atop the 
shifting dunes. Here in this land of howling wind and infernal 

sand, four siblings find themselves scattered and lost. Their father 
was a sand diver, one of the elite few who could travel deep 

beneath the desert floor and bring up the relics and scraps that 
keep their people alive. But their father is gone. And the world he 

left behind might be next.

Welcome to the world of Sand, a novel by New York Times best-
selling author Hugh Howey. Sand is an exploration of 

lawlessness, the tale of a land ignored. Here is a people left to 
fend for themselves. Adjust your ker and take a last, deep breath 

before you enter.

Group Leader: Tom Fenfert


