
Dr. Ramon Tusel’s Reflection 
 
Buenos día!  Mi nombre es Doctor Tusell y hoy, en el día de todos los santos, me han dado la 
oportunidad de hablarles a ustedes sobre mi experiencia creciendo en El Salvador.   
 
Good morning!  My name is Dr. Tusell and I was asked today, on All Saint’s day, to talk to you 
about my experience growing up in El Salvador.  I was born in San Salvador, El Salvador in 
1981. In the 1980’s, my country was in the middle of a civil war that was prompted by the 
oppression of the poor by the Salvadoran government.  They would silence anyone who 
opposed them, including Jesuit Priest, Father Rutilio Grande.  During his formation as a priest 
he became aware of the divide between the scholar formation of seminarians and their actual 
pastoral life.  He designed an immersion program that would put seminarians in the shoes of 
the people they would serve.  As father Grande would say “The Gospel has to grow feet.”  
Father Grande became an advocate for the poor and the marginalized in El Salvador and 
empowered people to be agents of change.  During a sermon on February 13th 1977 he criticized 
the Salvadoran government for the deportation of a Colombian priest serving the poor and 
marginalized in El Salvador.  A quote from Grande: 
 
“Entonces, hermanos queridos, ¡yo me temo que si Jesús entrara por la frontera, no lo dejarían 
pasar… se los llevarían por inconstitucional y subversivo!”   
 
“And then, my brothers and sisters, I am afraid that if Jesus would show up at the border, he 
would not be let in… he would be taken away for being unconstitutional and subversive” 
 
On March 12th 1977 Rutilio was assassinated by Salvadoran death squads.  This act catalyzed 
Saint Oscar Romero to take on Rutilio’s work and stand in solidarity with the poor and 
oppressed.  
 
“Si denuncio y condeno la injusticia es porque es mi obligación como pastor de un pueblo 
oprimido y humillado” 
 
“If I denounce and condemn the injustices, it is because it is my obligation as a pastor of a 
country that is oppressed and humiliated.” 
 
On March 24 1980 Oscar Romero was shot while giving a mass in San Salvador.  His 
assassination was led by Roberto D’Aubission, a Salvadoran soldier, politician and death-squad 
leader.  D’Aubission was a graduate from School of the Americas, a United States Department 
of Defense Institute that provided military counter insurgency training to government 
personnel.  The school of the Americas also trained the Atlacatl battalion in El Salvador which 
carried out the Massacre of “El Mozote” on December 11th 1981. They massacred approximately 
1000 men, women and children.  On November 16th 1989 members of the Atlacatl battalion 
stormed the Universidad Centro Americana and silenced six Jesuit priests for their work with 



the poor: Ignacio Ellacuria, Ignacio Martin-Baro, Segundo Montes, Juan Ramon Moreno, 
Joaquin Lopez y Lopez and Armando Lopez.  
 
This civil war led many Salvadorans to flee and seek asylum in the United States of 
America.  Some of these immigrants ended up in the streets of Los Angeles were they formed 
gangs to protect themselves from other LA gangs.  In 1996 the US government ramped up 
deportations of immigrants who have been convicted of crimes.  This lead up to the current 
crisis in Central America, where gangs have taken over entire neighborhoods in El 
Salvador.  Many, many, many if not all Salvadorans live in constant fear of gangs and are in 
such a desperate situation that they are willing to send their children unaccompanied to the US 
in hopes of keeping them safe. 
 
“And then, my brothers and sisters, I am afraid that if Jesus would show up at the border, he 
would not be let in… he would be taken away for being unconstitutional and subversive”     
 
We as a Jesuit school are called to stand in solidarity with the poor and oppressed.  Let us be 
like Saint Romero and Father Rutilio Grande, let us work to make our “Gospel Grow Feet.”  Let 
us discern where we are being called to act and to live in the shoes of the oppressed.  Where are 
you being called to? Apopka, Baltimore, ESVA, Ivanhoe, Kino, Los Angeles, McKenna Center, 
MDA Camp, NOLA, Pine Ridge or Sengal? It is our job as Jesuit institution to put you in the 
shoes of the marginalized and give you the tools to be agents of change.  
 
On this All Saints Day, I will end by repeating one more time, this quote given in a sermon by 
Saint Romero- 
 
“If I denounce and condemn the injustices, it is because it is my obligation as a pastor of a 
country that is oppressed and humiliated.” 
 
“Si denuncio y condeno la injusticia es porque es mi obligación como pastor de un pueblo 
oprimido y humillado” 
 


