
March 8, 2020 

 

Spanish and Mandarin versions of this letter will be printed below this evening. 
 
To all our Georgetown Prep Families, 
 
I am writing you today to update you regarding our efforts and plans regarding the Coronavirus. 
Over the past week since I first wrote, it has become clear that the virus is present in our region 
and therefore we have to plan for possible scenarios. 
 
The first thing I want to stress is that our public officials have asked us all to commit ourselves to 
good practices that will help contain the virus. While, it is unlikely that healthy teenagers or 
healthy adults reading this letter will be seriously affected by it, we need to be aware that we 
could easily carry the virus to those whose health could be severely compromised by it – the 
elderly, the very young, and those who have serious pre-existing health conditions. As President 
of Georgetown Prep I am committing our school and our school community to this effort, and I 
am asking you, our Prep families, to please join me in this commitment. 
 
As I discussed with the student body on Friday at Convocation, there are simple things we can all 
easily do, and I would ask you to encourage your sons to practice these: 

• Hand washing, the singularly most effective way of restricting the transmission of illness; 
• Avoiding touching one’s face, especially the mouth, nose, and eyes; 
• Using one’s elbow and/or a tissue when sneezing or coughing, and disposing of tissues 

immediately; 
• Staying healthy by eating well and getting enough rest; 
• Staying hydrated, most effectively with water. 
• Staying home if you are ill. 

 
I also want you to know that we continue in our efforts at Prep to limit the possibility of 
transmission. These efforts include: 

• The work of Mrs. Weldon and Mrs. Hibbert to monitor student health; 
• The increased efforts of our maintenance and custodial staff to keep residential areas, as 

well as classrooms and other gathering places, extra clean; 



• The increased efforts of our South Room and kitchen staff to keep the dining and cooking 
areas clean; 

• The extra monitoring that our Residential Staff has undertaken for our resident students’ 
health; 

• Outreach to families who can help with our residential students in case we have to close 
school; 

• Preparation for distance learning activities in the event that we cannot hold classes at 
school; 

• The efforts of Mrs. Napolitano and all our staff to monitor student anxiety. 

 
There are several other steps that we have either undertaken or are considering: 

• We will be doing a “deep cleaning” of the entire campus over Spring Break. 
• We have canceled all school-sponsored international travel for Spring Break. 
• We are closely monitoring the situation regarding school-sponsored domestic travel over 

Spring Break, including service trips, athletic trips, and cultural travel.  
• We are asking all families, faculty, and staff who are planning to travel, both 

internationally or domestically, to indicate this via a survey about travel and other issues 
from the Headmaster which you will receive shortly. I would ask all families to return 
them promptly.  

 
Please be aware of the following: 

• I would respectfully ask any families who are planning to travel to destinations 
designated by the Center for Disease Control as Category 2 or Category 3, to consider 
cancelling that travel. The list of such destinations can be found here. Please be aware 
that in light of the quickly evolving nature of this situation, it is possible that you and/or 
your family may be liable to an extended quarantine upon return to the United States, 
even from a country which was not on the list when you began your travel. 

• The US Government has at this time barred Foreign Nationals from returning to the 
United States from any Category 3 destination for the duration of this crisis.  

• If families go ahead with such travel (to the extent it is even possible), we will follow the 
CDC recommendations, including their recommendation about self-quarantining. This 
approach will also apply to circumstances where family members — and not the students 
themselves – travel to or from those places. We need families to cooperate with us on this 



by communicating with the Headmaster’s Office about any such plans before returning to 
campus.  

• We are also asking that families be mindful of domestic travel plans to areas with serious 
Coronavirus outbreaks. We again respectfully ask that anyone with travel plans to such 
areas consider cancelling those trips. We again ask that any family who has traveled to 
these areas communicate with the Headmaster’s Office, knowing that quarantine 
requirements are a possibility based on what the CDC and National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) advises. Of course, our faculty will work to support on-going learning for students 
who are asked to remain home under the above circumstances. 

 
One particular issue that I must make you aware of is the possibility of school closures. It is 
possible that either Montgomery County, or the State of Maryland, or both, will decide to close 
schools in an effort to contain the spread of this virus. If this should happen, Georgetown Prep 
will comply immediately. This will mean the cessation of all school-sponsored activities, 
including retreats, arts events, athletic events, and all other school activities. The campus will be 
closed, including facilities such as the Hanley Center and the Tennis Facility. We will also begin 
to place our residential students with local legal guardians or other local families at once. 
 
If such a closure should happen, we intend to take Georgetown Prep on-line for the duration of 
the closure. The Headmaster and the Academic Team have been working hard to create on-line 
platforms which will allow for continued class meetings, complete with the lectures and 
collaborative learning that are so much a part of the Prep Academic experience. It won’t be as fun 
as coming to school, but it will allow us to keep our students intellectually engaged and allow for 
us to complete the school year so that our seniors will be able to graduate, our students will be 
ready for the Advanced Placement Exams, and that all our students will be able to progress to the 
next level. It will also be a way to keep your sons busy in the best sense of the word; we are aware 
that a closure of schools and other public facilities may create a complicated scenario for 
teenagers with too much time on their hands. 
 
If a closure begins before or during our Spring Break, which commences at the end of the class 
day on Friday, 13 March, we will observe the traditional break before resuming on-line classes on 
Monday morning, 30 March. 
 
This week we will be introducing our students to these on-line platforms so that we can make a 
seamless transition to on-line classes in case they are needed. Therefore it will be especially 
important that your sons be in class all week. Hopefully, we will never need this, but if we do, we 



 

want every student prepared so that every student can benefit and progress academically and 
intellectually in the best tradition of Prep’s academic program. Obviously, if your son is ill, he 
should stay home, but otherwise we look forward to seeing him in school. 
 
I would like once again to assure our community that we have had no unusual health situations 
among our students, faculty, or staff. 
 
I would also like to thank again those families who have volunteered to help with our residential 
students in case of a school closure. If your family is willing to help out, please let the 
Headmaster’s Office know. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all those at school who have worked so hard to monitor the situation 
and plan for various exigencies. These include Mr. Glennon, Mrs. Wilson, Mr. Maginnis, Mrs. 
Weldon, Mr. Rodriguez, Mr. Lapp, Mr. Paro, Mr. Urick, Mr. Harkins, Mr. Krambuhl, Mr. Tirado, 
Mrs. Strachan, Mrs. Hitt, and Mr. Patterson. 
 
Obviously, we hope that this crisis will be resolved quickly, but it may not be. It will be important 
to stay in touch, not only as a school but as a community. Please know that I and the Georgetown 
Prep faculty and staff are committed to doing this for you, our Prep families, and I hope that you, 
our Prep families, will remain just as committed to one another. 
 
With all my prayers for you, God bless, 
 
Rev. James R. Van Dyke, S.J. 
President  

  
 


