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Presented here is the work of an entire year of our AP Studio Art students. 
They have been tasked with investigating an idea of their choosing and 
creating works of art around that theme. In lieu of a physical gallery show, 
please enjoy this digital presentation of their amazing, personal and creative 
journeys.



Frankie Altemus
Art has always been a therapeutic outlet for me. Throughout my whole academic life, it is the best part of my day, 

and I value that Prep has given me the opportunity to pursue it. I am drawn to it because of my upbringing. My mom is an 
Art teacher and I went to her classes four times a week after school. It is her words, “there are no have-to’s in art” that 
really caught my attention and made me develop a passion. For my sustained investigation this year, I chose to formulate my 
ideas around the ecosystem and region of the Chesapeake Bay. I was drawn to do so because I spend a lot of time in the 
region with my family, whether that be fishing, crabbing, hunting, or just going for boat rides. The artwork comes from the 
inspiration that I am filled every time I am  there to grab my materials and get to work. The aim of my portfolio was to 
create a focus around the beautiful landscape of this region and all of the personal meaning it has to me. An example of a 
piece in which I executed upon my goal was Treasure The Chesapeake. As I said before, I’ve spent a ton of time on the 
water my whole life. In doing so, my Dad has always taught me to treasure the Chesapeake (don’t contribute to the 
pollution problem). Inspired by this I created this piece featuring an image of pollution on the shore with relevant news 
paper clippings surrounding. I finished it off with the addition of my rendering of the Maryland state flower, the Black Eyed 
Susan.  In the past few years, I have come to appreciate it more and more every time I visit and it is truly one of the most 
beautiful places on earth. In the process of formulating this collection of pieces, I made it a goal of mine to experiment with 
different mediums. I used watercolor, gouache, microns, pencil, acrylic, and a multitude of other mediums. Overall, I think 
my artistic skills have grown an immense amount in these past two years of Studio Art at Prep.













James Durney
As an aspiring veterinarian, I believe in justice for animals and their ecosystems. I use my artwork to 

express the dangers and injustices caused by humans that animals must endure. The first piece under my 

sustained investigation is a sea turtle eating a plastic bag. Sea turtles are greatly impacted by ocean pollution. 

They eat plastic bags and other human debris, killing them over time. The second piece in my sustained 

investigation is a seal with a zip tie around its neck. Seals are another animal impacted by ocean pollution. Seals’ 

necks get caught in fishing nets, 6 pack yokes, and other plastic ties, which strangles them. The third piece Is a 

shark caught in a shark net. Shark nets are situated off the coast of beaches to prevent sharks from swimming 

close to shore. However, these shark nets are inhumane. Sharks and other sea animals get caught in these nets, 

suffocating them. The fourth piece is of a black rhino, a species that is on the brink of extinction due to 

poaching. The gradual loss of detail shows the rhino’s imminent extinction. All of the pieces in my investigation 

were made with markers and colored pencils. I started with a thin layer of marker to lay out the general colors 

then detailed the pieces with colored pencils. 











Ryan Mathis
WHAT: 

Art projects challenging ideas of social justice issues in our American identities through the creation of pieces about black 

injustice, climate change, political/religious ideologies, American civil rights’ laws, black nationalism, and mental illness which 

are the collected issues that shape our country.

WHY:

This body of work has been (and is being) created in response to my own experiences I have encountered, learned, and 

seen throughout my life that has drastically shaped my identity. I have seen in my life how difficult it is for others to be open 

to different points of view while staying

true to their own beliefs when those two things contrast. Ever since I have entered my Jesuit high school I believed it has 

been my responsibility to educate others, broadening their own perspectives and sharing with them what I see so that they 

may grow to be better people. My work is an exercise in exposing myself to others about my own experiences in America. 

I’m exploring what this country’s issues mean to them and deepening my own understanding of what America’s identity 

means to me.













John Mikita

For my portfolio I originally had decided to examine life from the perspective of early 20th century ranch life, in 

honor of my grandfather.  However, after struggling to create pieces with any deeper meaning I decided to 

switch my sustained investigation into an examination of American music and finally an examination of music as a 

whole.  After beginning my examination into music, I began selecting a playlist of songs that have had a large 

impact on my life.  In my life music has played a major part in both managing my emotions and escaping reality.  

The songs I have selected come directly from a library of songs that have greatly impacted my emotions or 

allowed me to escape.  Since auditory sounds are a completely different medium than tangible artwork it was 

difficult to decide which images fully captured the complete impact of the song.  Due to this major obstacle I 

decided to depict the recurring images that would pop into my brain upon listening to the songs.  I was able to 

translate the music into tangible art by working with charcoal, oil paint, watercolor, and color pencil.  Through 

these mediums I believe that I was able to manifest the spiral of thoughts in my brain into tangible artwork. 













Liam Miller

As a young artist, I have always strived to try new things and determine what I'm truly passionate about 
creating.  This has included paintings, pottery, pastels, and more, but I always gravitated towards drawing of all 
sorts.  Ever since I could remember, I loved creating landscapes from places I’ve been, portraits of my house and 
friends, and countless intricate doodles in my notebooks.  I have the most fun creating pieces from the places I 
have been in my life.  Going through the process and making a piece that is meaningful and reflective towards 
the beautiful places I had the chance to go to allows me to appreciate it more, as well as makes my piece that 
much more personal.  I also enjoy creating something that speaks to the viewer in their own way.  When I look 
back on my finished works, I see something that has meaning to me, but also can be seen differently by someone 
else and interpreted in their own way.  Although a pencil is my favorite tool for creating a piece, some of my 
favorite works were done by colored pencils and markers.  I like using markers to add color and make the piece 
pop.  I also love experimenting with color pencil for a similar effect.  Some of my favorite pieces have been with 
markers, like my tiger face piece, as well as colored pencil, like my lighthouse piece showing my feet.  Adding 
color to your pieces gives a range of diversity within your works and may strike the viewer differently than a 
simple black and white piece.  As an artist I want my work to speak  to others in their own light.  











Troy Peterson

Art is Life. However, the only thing that separates the two is that art has no limits. I have 

always been fascinated by that aspect, and that has drawn me to art. Art has always been an escape for 

me and heavily influences my life, whether that has been through me perfecting different art forms or 

connecting with them. These art forms for me have been sports, music, and the creation of works. 

In terms of my works, I love profound ideas and works that have multiple aspects to them. My 

favorite medium is watercolor because I love how water doesn't follow any rules. It goes with the flow 

and shows how imperfections are beautiful. I believe many people and I can relate to that. I have done 

multiple mediums, however, because I believe that variety is best. I want to make art that people can 

relate to. I want to make people smile with my art. If my art brings at least one person happiness, I am 

content.











Paul Rosenberg

What: Throughout my life I’ve been consumed by my double identity. I have two passports, one German, the 
other American. My father grew up in Germany and moved to the U.S. when he was going to college. I've spent 
many years of my life in Germany myself, and have always noticed the beauty of the country and its culture. My 
goal for my sustained investigation is to convey that beauty and passion with a variety of Mediums and Materials 
in my attempt to recreate some of my fondest memories, moments and experiences that I associate Germany 
with. One of my attributes as an artist is my ability to think outside of the box. I took an enneagram test this 
year in my religion class and found out that i'm a type 5 kind of guy, which in the name is an investigator which 
confuses me at times. This corresponds with my ability to come up with all sorts of different mediums and 
blends such as using Scratchboard and Acrylic Paint. This was something that simply popped up in my mind 
because I regularly think of new stuff to draw. Art has always been a therapeutic tool for me especially with all 
the baloney I deal with at school. Overall I feel that my art is far different from anyone elses and not necessarily 
bad. What I like to do is mix mediums alot. One of my favorite mediums to mix is the scratch board and paint. 
The main reason I do this is to show my diverse span of intelligence and creativity. 













Aidan Shortley

My interest in traveling to places around the world began as a young kid. As a child, my parents would take me on 

countless exotic trips around the globe. Before I could walk and talk I experienced the wonders of some eastern 

African countries. Some of these include the beaches of Tanzania to cities such as Addis Ababa. Although I do not 

remember anything, I am grateful to have a mother who encompassed my experiences with pictures. The focus of 

my artwork is to show the beautiful places I have been and to exhibit a journey of my life. Some of my pieces 

include my family swimming on Zanzibar island, Tanzania and Sand Harbor beach, Lake Tahoe. 

I decided to mainly focus on a colored pencil medium with one or two pieces with a pencil. I chose colored 

pencils because I am able to display a wide range of colors and depth. I  also find vibrant colors more pleasing to 

the eye. This drove me to exhibit my skills and interest in color onto the canvas. 













Quentin Southall

Ever since I began creating artwork and learning about art history, I have always recognized the underrepresentation of African descendants, more 
specifically African-Americans, as the focus of artwork over the course of history. The representation I do see of black people in famous art media 
is usually centered around suffering, pain, slavery, inequality, and hardship. My artwork comes from a place that believes these depictions of black 
men and women are oversaturated, underappreciated, and does not define the totality of black history. My artwork aims to widen the perspective 
on all aspects of black life and culture culminating in the depiction of black unity, black exceptionalism, and black happiness. I depict black people of 
all ages and skin shades from all over the world participating in unique activities closely associated with black culture. For example, I have 
portrayed black individuals posing for a formal event, a father standing sternly behind son whose a football player, and a couple of friends enjoying 
an afternoon over a brick ledge. Also, I have aimed to depict the stalwart spirit ingrained into many African-Americans in pieces such as the jungle 
soldier or the king sitting confidently on his throne. Moreover, I also aim to depict African-Americans undergoing introspection as can be seen in a 
piece of the silhouette of the man praying in front of a religious stained glass window, or basketball players troubled over the overwhelming 
pressure of their sport, or the student mindfully deciphering his beliefs. My preferred medium is oil paint on a white canvas. Although I have 
created many art pieces with other mediums such as watercolor, colored pencils, or marker, oil paint gives me the ability to smoothly blend and 
achieve the exact colors I need to mimic black skin tones. Most muses I use as characters in my artwork are either people from my life or, the 
easiest model, me.












