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REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
SENIOR YEAR Seniors are required to take six courses of which the following are required: English, Mathematics, 
Religious Studies, and Social Studies. The other two are selected from available electives-- Art, Computer Science, 
Science, Modern Languages, Classical Languages, and an additional Social Studies. In addition, completion of a fifty 
hour Christian service requirement is required before the start of the senior year.   
 
 
 

*English 

Level IV    [two courses, one each semester] 

AP Literature and Composition  [departmental approval] 

*Religion 

Christian Vocation 
Ignatian Spirituality    [in lieu of or in addition to Religion/departmental approval]   

 

*Mathematics 

Precalculus    [if Algebra II/Trig junior year] 

AP Calculus AB    [if Introductory Calc junior year] 

AP Calculus BC   [if AP Calculus AB junior year] 

AP Multivariable   [if AP Calculus BC junior year] 

AP Statistics 
 

*Social Studies  

one of the following is required: 

 
AP US Politics & Comparative Gov  AP Modern European 
AP Economics    AP Art History 
AP US Gov’t & Politics  
Government 
Economics 

  

   

*Two Electives [see course description] 

 
  

Science 

Anatomy and Physiology 
Physics/Honors Physics 
Chemistry/Honors Chemistry 
AP Biology/AP Chemistry/AP Physics 

Social Studies 

AP Economics   
AP US Gov’t & Politics AP US Politics & Comparative Gov 
AP Modern European AP Art History 

  Mathematics 

AP Statistics 

Modern Language 

German/French/Spanish: level III, A.P. and level V 

   Classical Languages 

Latin III 
AP Latin IV and V  [departmental approval] 

Ancient Greek I 

Art/Music  

AP Art History  [departmental approval] 

AP Art Studio II  [departmental approval] 

Digital Photography   
Glass Art Studio 
Graphic Design and Digital Media 
A.P. Music Theory 

Computer Science 

AP Computer Science [departmental approval]   *core requirement 
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JUNIOR YEAR Juniors must take a minimum of six classes.  Juniors traditionally carry the following course load: 
English, Mathematics, Religion, US History, Science, Modern Language.   Students also have the choice of continuing 
their study of Latin. Science placements are made with departmental approval. Advanced English students are 
selected to take AP Language and Composition 
 

 
*English 

Level III 
AP Language and Composition  [departmental approval] 

*Religion III 

*Mathematics 

Algebra II/Trig    [if Geometry sophomore year] 

Introduction to Calculus   [if Algebra II/Trig or Alg III sophomore year] 

AP Calculus AB    [if Algebra III  sophomore year] 

*Social Studies 

U. S. History, or   [requirement] 

AP U. S. History   (departmental approval) 

Latin  

two years of study required: 
*Level II     [if Latin I sophomore year] 

   Level III     [elective/additional junior year course] 

 Elective:   Ancient Greek I 

*Modern Language  

two years of study required: 
*Level II     [if Level I sophomore year] 

   Level III     [elective/additional junior year course] 

 Advanced Placement  (departmental approval) 

*Science 

two years of study required: 
*Chemistry    [if Biology sophomore year] 

*Honors Chemistry    [by departmental approval]] 

Honors Physics    by  departmental approval] 

Physics 

AP Biology    [by departmentalapproval] 

AP Chemistry    [by departmental approval] 

 

Computer Science 

 AP Computer Science  [departmental approval]  

 

Art/Music 

 AP Art Studio I   [departmental approval] 

 Digital Photography    
 Glass Art Studio 
 Graphic Design and Digital Media 

  A.P. Music Theory 
 
 
 
* core requirement 
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SOPHOMORE YEAR The following courses are required of second year students: English, Science, Modern 
Language, Classical Language, Religion, Social Studies (half year), Mathematics. Advanced Placement History, 
Honors Chemistry,  and Art are available with departmental approval.  Students are required to letter in one varsity 
sport during the sophomore year to fulfill a Physical Education requirement.  At least 20 hours of Christian service is 
required of each student. 

 
*English II 

*Religion II 

*Mathematics  

Geometry     [if Algebra I freshman year] 

Algebra II/Trig    [if Geometry freshman year] 

Algebra 3/Trig    [if Algebra 2/Summer Geometry freshman year] 

*Latin 

Level I     [first year of study] 

Level II     [if Latin I freshman year] 

Level III    (If summer Latin II) 

 

*Modern Language 

German/French/Spanish I   [if first year of study] 

German/French/Spanish II   [if first level freshman year] 

 

*Science 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Honors Chemistry    [if Honors Biology freshman year 

And by departmental approval] 

 

*Social Studies 

 Global History 
 AP World History   [departmental invitation] 

 

Art 

 Methods and Materials  [departmental invitation] 

 Graphic Design and Digital Media 

 
 
 

*core requirement 
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Required Program of Study 
 

Minimum Requirements for Graduation 
 
 

 

 

 
English  4 years  Latin   2 years 
 
Religion  4 years  Modern Language 2 years 
 
Mathematics 4 years  Art    1 sem. 
 
Social Studies  3.5 years  Music   1 sem. 
 
Lab Science  2 years  P.E.   one season 9

th
 and 10

th 

            
   

 
Christian Service  
 
Freshmen:  small group service and class-wide day of service 
Sophomores:  20 hours of approved service 
Juniors:  20 hours of approved service 
Seniors:  50 hours to be completed during the summer between junior and senior years 
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“Go forth and set the world on fire.” 
 

St. Ignatius Loyola 
 

 

 
 

Art  
 
AP Art History   1 credit.  This is a history course focusing on the styles and kinds of art cultures produce.  
As of 2005 this course became based on the context of the major cultures as humans have evolved from 
the caves right up to our present times in Western and Non-Western cultures.  Students learn to observe, 
and think and write on the college level.  The course is best for a student with good reading comprehension 
and who enjoys learning about architecture, painting and sculpture.  This course fulfills the social studies 
requirement for senior year. 
 
AP Studio Art I   1 credit.  This art productions course is designed for juniors who want or need a portfolio 
for career goals or for college entrance credentials.  Most students come to the class from the Sophomore 
Material and Methods course, but students wanting to be admitted who have not taken sophomore art 
should bring a drawing of a portrait, a landscape, or an object to Mr. Cunniff to be sure signing up for this 
course is a good placement.  Students will begin to define their concentrations (a body of work around one 
visual idea) and begin amassing the breadth (large scope of work) for their portfolios.  Tests and exams are 
comprised of Evaluations and Artist Statements that accompany the portfolio pieces. 
 
AP Studio Art II 1 credit.  This art course is designed for the continuation of the AP portfolio begun in the 
junior year.  These highly motivated students are completing 12 concentration pieces and 12 breadth 
section pieces of the AP portfolio.  Students will show work and be able to articulate their visual ideas.  
Tests and exams are focused on their production and level of sophistication and creativity. 
 
Glass Art Studio   1 credit.  Glass Art Studio is a year long course focusing on creating stained, fused and 
cast glass art using both traditional and modern techniques.  To begin this course it is expected that all 
students can build from their knowledge of the elements of Art which were learned during freshman year 
e.g.: VALUE, TEXTURE, COLOR, LINE, SHAPE, AND SPACE. These key concepts will integrate into our 
work in the studio where the students will learn to take their creative ideas and construct their own glass art.  

Prerequisite: Freshman Art with approval of the Art Department; seniors given preference. 
 

Digital Photography   1 credit.  This is a year long comprehensive course focusing on creative photography 
using a digital camera and computer manipulation of images. The course will include the principles and 
history of photography, some chemical darkroom experience, and result in an in an extensive portfolio of 
color, black and white, and digitally manipulated images. Class format will consist of lecture, 
demonstrations, and discussion in preparation for assignments. Class time will also be used as studio time 
(to complete assignments arranged or assigned by the teacher), or lab time working on the computer to 
manipulate and print images.  Some experience with digital photography is desired and access to at least a 
3-megapixel camera is highly recommended.  Open to Juniors and Seniors only. 

  Prerequisite:  Freshman Art 
 
Graphic Design and Digital Media    1 credit.  This course will serve as a year-long elective in the Fine Arts 
Department. It is a natural evolution of the design skills that students acquire in the Freshman Art Course, 
and can greatly benefit any student looking to be engaged in art at Prep.  A student may, but does not have 
to continue on into the A.P. Studio Art Program after this course. The course will cover the basic programs 
of the Adobe Creative Suite (CS). Through these programs and the creation of digital content, students will 
learn design fundamentals, graphic design, visual literacy, and discuss how to reconcile the digital world 
within the Jesuit Mission. This is a full-year course open to all interested students who have completed 
freshman art. 
 
Methods and Materials .5 credit. This teacher-directed course has gifted and talented students in 
sophomore year exploring the foundations of drawing, painting, and design.  Projects explore portraiture, 
landscape and still-life as students commence portfolio caliber pieces. Teachers assess the caliber of 
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freshman art work and the creative potential of each student to arrive at the list of selected students. This is 
a one-semester class for sophomores. 
 
Freshman Art   .5 credit. This half-year course covers the elements of art, the principles of design, and six 
important 20

th
 Century styles of art.  Students learn art history and basics in a lecture/visuals format and 

then work on art production pieces directly related to what they are learning.  Written tests in describing, 
analyzing, interpreting, and judging art work help all students, art gifted or not-so gifted, build a foundation in 
visual and cultural literacy.  
 
 

Music 
  
Music I     .5 credit This course serves as a basic overview of music, focusing heavily on music history and 
appreciation.  Other topics covered include; musical notation and theory, acoustics, the recording process 
and twentieth and twenty-first century music.  The class format consists of lectures, discussions, listening 
assignments and videotaped and DVD presentations.  The basic objective of the course is to give each 
student an awareness of and appreciation for the different genres of music and an understanding of how 
music is an outgrowth and reflection of the historical context in which it is written.  This is required for all 
freshmen unless a freshman participates faithfully in the strings, jazz band or Prep Singers.  The course 
meets every day for one semester. 
 

AP Music Theory   1 credit.  This course emphasizes aspects of music, such as harmony; more often, 
however, it integrates aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary 
composition, and to some extent, history and style. Musicianship skills such as dictation and other listening 
skills, sight-singing, and keyboard harmony are considered an important part as well. The student's ability to 
read and write musical notation is fundamental to such a course. It is also assumed that the student has 
acquired (or is acquiring) at least basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument.  The ultimate goal of 
an AP Music Theory course is to develop a student's ability to recognize, understand, and describe the 
basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a score. The achievement of these 
goals may best be approached by initially addressing fundamental aural, analytical, and compositional skills 
using both listening and written exercises. Building on this foundation, the course should progress to include 
more creative tasks, such as the harmonization of a melody by selecting appropriate chords, composing a 

musical bass line to provide two-voice counterpoint, or the realization of figured-bass notation.  Students will 
sit for the A.P. exam in May. 

 
 
FRESHMEN MAY EARN CREDIT AND A GRADE FOR FULL YEAR PARTICIPATOIN IN THE NEXT 
THREE COURSES IN LIEU OF TAKING MUSIC I. 
 
Band/Jazz Band  This is a performance based course for students who have been studying a band 
instrument and have a certain level of proficiency.  Repertoire will be taken from the standard band 
repertoire including jazz, pop and classical literature.  Students receive a grade based on satisfactory 
participation, effort, musical growth and performance in scheduled musical events.  This course is open to 
students of all years and fulfills the sophomore music requirement.  The class meets two mornings before 
school for the entire academic year.  Additional rehearsals are added after school, close to performances.  
This course is open by audition only. 
 
Prep Singers  This is a performance-based course.  Students will learn proper vocal techniques, and how to 
sing as an ensemble.  Repertoire will cover diverse styles such as Renaissance Madrigals, Contemporary 
Christian, Broadway, and Popular Music.  Students are required to perform on campus and off campus for 
various events.  Performances and service projects include a Christmas and Spring Concert, school 
liturgies, and functions, performances at nursing homes, hospitals, schools and other venues. Grades are 
based on effort, musical growth and participation in scheduled events.  This course is open to students of all 
years and fulfills the sophomore music requirement.  The class meets Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
before school for the entire academic year.  Additional rehearsals are added after school, close to 
performances.  This course is open by audition only. 
 
String Ensemble   This is a performance based course for students who have been studying a string 
instrument and have a certain level of proficiency.  Repertoire will include standard string quartet, quintet 
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and piano trio literature of Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Bach, Schubert and Mendelssohn.  Students receive 
a grade based on satisfactory participation, effort, musical growth and performance in scheduled musical 
events.  This course is open to students of all years and fulfills the sophomore music requirement.  The 
class meets Monday and Friday mornings before school for the entire academic year.  Additional rehearsals 
are added after school, close to performances.  This course is open by audition only. 
 

 
 

Classical Languages 
 
 Georgetown Prep upholds a proud tradition in the Classics; our department has faculty members 
prepared to offer a variety of courses in Latin.  All students at Prep are required to take at least two years of 
Latin, courses usually completed during the student’s first two years of study.  Additional courses after Latin 
II are chosen as electives.  Below lies a full description of all Classics courses available to Prep students. 
 
Latin I  1 credit.  This course is primarily devoted to the study of Latin grammar and syntax: students will 
learn all five noun declensions, all five verb conjugations, numerous grammatical constructions and the 
correct use of tense, voice, and mood.  All the while students will translate sentences from Latin to English 
to prepare themselves for the reading that they will do in Latin II. 
 
Latin II 1 credit.  In Latin II students reinforce their knowledge of grammar and syntax before beginning to 
dabble in Roman authors, to wit adapted mythology and doctored Caesar.  This year exposes students both 
to the complexity of mythology and to the stylistic tropes of Julius Caesar, subtle tactician on both the 
battlefield and the papyrus. 
 
Latin III  1 credit.  Like Latin II, Latin III begins with a comprehensive review of grammar and syntax in the 
previous Latin courses.  Once all students are thoroughly reacquainted with the language, we return to 
reading the famous Commentaries of Julius Caesar.  In the third year Latin course, students are almost 
exclusively focused on translation, in preparation for the fourth year A.P. course.  All the requisite grammar 
has been learned by the time a student finishes second year Latin, thereby allowing the student to hone his 
translation skills more rigorously.  The material we translate in Latin III is part A.P. curriculum, and 
transitions seamlessly into the fourth year course.  As such, successful Latin III students will be strongly 
encouraged to sign up for Latin IV.  All Latin III students will be encouraged to take the SAT II Latin subject 
test at the end of the year. 
 
AP Latin IV 1 credit.  After once again reviewing all Latin grammar and syntax (albeit at a pace far quicker 
than that of review in Latin III), we complete the AP selections from Julius Caesar begun in Latin III, and 
begin reading selections from Vergil’s epic poem, the Aeneid. In order to finish the large amount of Latin 
required by the College Board, we must eventually maintain a pace of about 10-15 lines per class meeting.  
Those students who are approved by the instructor will take the A.P. exam at the conclusion of the course.   
 
 
Latin V  I credit.  Those students either who have advanced to Latin II as a freshman by passing the 
placement test or who have been able to advance two levels by completing successfully one of Prep’s 
summer Latin programs may have the option to take this course.  As occurs in Latin III and IV, the course 
begins with an intensive review of inflection and usage followed by a broad reading of prose and poetry 
ranging from the age of Livy and Virgil to that of Tacitus and Seneca. 
 
 
Elective:   Ancient Greek I:  1 credit.  Students will learn the rudimentary inflection, vocabulary, and syntax 
of Attic Greek.  The segregation of forms and usage mimics that of Prep’s introductory Latin courses, and 
thereby reinforces Latin skills.  All Greek-English sentences of each chapter in the textbook will be 
translated. 
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Mathematics 
 
Multivariable Calculus   1 credit.   Topics include vectors and vector valued functions in 2-space and 3-
space, cylindrical and spherical coordinates, partial derivatives, limits, continuity, differentiability, directional 
derivatives, the gradient, maxima and minima, optimization using Language multipliers, parametric 
surfaces, double and triple integrals, change of variable and Jacobian, line integrals, vector fields, surface 
integrals and the classical theorems of Green, Gauss and Stokes. 

  Prerequisite:  Placement by the Math Department (completion of Calculus BC) 
 
AP BC Calculus   1 credit. This course covers all the topics in the Advanced Placement BC Calculus 
syllabus and goes beyond.  The course emphasizes a multi-representational approach with concepts and 
problems expressed according to the Rule of 4:  (1) graphically (2) numerically (3) analytically (4) verbally.  
Topics include vectors and vector-valued functions, parametric equations, polar functions and polar area, 
differentiation, integration and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, improper integrals, sequences and 
series, Taylor expansions with Lagrange Error Bound, logistic differential equations. 

Topics covered beyond the BC syllabus include integral applications to physics and engineering, 
biology and economics – work, electricity, energy, hydrostatic force, moments, centers of mass, Poiseuille’s 
Law, cardiac output, consumer surplus, present and future value  – surface area, probability, advanced 
techniques of integration, epsilon-delta definition of limit, curvature, modeling using differential equations, 
predator-prey systems and Fourier series.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

Students are required to sit for the AP Exam 

Prerequisite:  Placement by the Math Department (completion of Intro or AB)  
 
AP AB Calculus   1 credit. The course follows the Advanced Placement AB Calculus syllabus.  The course 
emphasizes a multi-representational approach with concepts and problems expressed according to the 
Rule of 4: (1) graphically (2) numerically (3) analytically (4) verbally.  Topics include limits and continuity, 
differentiation and integration with applications, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, numerical 
approximations and elementary differential equations.  The use of technology is an important part of this 
course.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

Students are required to sit for the AP Exam. 

Prerequisites: Placement by the Math Department (completion of Algebra 3/Trig or 
Introduction to Calculus)  
 

Introduction to Calculus 1 credit.  This course is divided into 2 parts.  Part I is a study of the elementary 
functions – polynomial, rational, linear, logarithmic, trigonometric and inverse trigonometric – and rates of 
change – with an eye towards calculus ahead.  Topics are examined according to the Rule of 4: (1) 
graphically (2) numerically (3) analytically (4) verbally.  Part II is a beginning study of the calculus of a single 
variable.  Topics include limits, continuity, derivatives, and anti-derivatives.  The use of technology is an 
important part of this course.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

Prerequisites: Placement by the Math department (completion of Algebra 3/Trig)  
 
Precalculus   1 credit.  The course emphasizes a multi-representational approach with concepts and 
problems expressed according to the Rule of 4: (1) graphically (2) numerically (3) analytically (4) verbally.  
An exploration at a greater level of abstraction of the elementary functions (linear, quadratic, polynomial and 
rational) and their transformations, the transcendental functions: exponential, trigonometric functions and 
their inverses and logarithmic functions, composition, asymptotic behavior, polar coordinates, complex 
numbers, solving and graphing systems of equations and inequalities, elementary probability and statistics 
and modeling with word problems.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II/Trig – Placement by Math Department.  
 
Algebra II/Trigonometry 1 credit.  A continuation of the study of algebra.  Topics include factoring, 
exponents, radicals, solving polynomial equations, polynomial division, elementary probability and statistics 
inverse functions, logarithms and conic sections, complex numbers, logarithmic functions, and exponential 
functions, modeling with word problems.  Topics in trigonometry include trigonometric ratios, graphing 
trigonometric functions, solving trigonometric equations, using trigonometric identities, transformations, 
inverse trigonometric functions, and modeling with word problems.  The use of technology is an important 
part of this course.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

  Prerequisites: Successful completion of Geometry – Placement by Math Department 
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Algebra 3/Trigonometry  1 credit. An advanced exploration of linear, quadratic, polynomial and rational 
functions and the transcendental functions – exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, inverse trigonometric.  
Topics include transformations, composition, asymptotic behavior, polar coordinates, complex numbers, 
DeMoivre’s Theorem, solving systems of equations and inequalities, conic sections, matrices and 
determinants, sequences and series, elementary probability and statistics and modeling with word 
problems. A TI-*3+ or TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

  Prerequisites: Successful completion of Geometry – Placement by Math Department 
 
Geometry  1 credit.  A first course in geometry using Euclid’s Elements as the text Topics include definitions 
axioms, postulates, angle and line relationships, properties of parallel lines, congruence theory, triangles, 
Euclid’s proof of the Pythagorean Theorem, circles, perimeter and area of plane figures, surface area and 
volume of solids, the Platonic solids, similarity, ratio, proportion, geometric constructions and algebraic 
applications.  This course spends a great deal of time on geometrical proofs, both direct and indirect.  A 
straightedge and compass are required. 

  Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I or Intermediate Algebra – Placement by 
     Math Department 
 
Intermediate Algebra 1 credit.  Intermediate Algebra continues the study of algebra.  Topics include order of 
operations, evaluation of expressions, using rules of exponents, solving and graphing linear and quadratic 
equations, modeling with word problems, simplification of radicals, factoring, solving and graphing quadratic 
equations, analysis of graphs, distance formula, elementary probability and statistics, right angle 
trigonometry, polynomial, exponential and rational functions and logarithms.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 graphics 
calculator is required. 

Prerequisites: Superior score on the Math Placement Test given to incoming students – 
Placement by Math Department. 

 
Algebra I  1 credit. The course emphasizes a multi-representational approach with concepts and problems 
expressed according to the Rule of 4: (1) graphically (2) numerically (3) analytically (4) verbally.  Topics 
include order of operations, evaluation of expressions, using rules of exponents, radical expressions and 
equations, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, modeling with word problems, quadratic 
functions, the quadratic formula, polynomial, rational and exponential functions, ratio, proportion, 
elementary statistics and probability.   
 
  Placement by Math Department 
 
AP Statistics 1 credit. A standard course in college-level statistics. This course follows the AP syllabus.  
Topics include regression analysis, correlation and causation, randomization and experiment design, 
probability models, confidence intervals and a study of the lives and theories of those thinkers who have 
contributed significantly to the science of statistics:  Galileo, Fermat, Pascal, Bernoulli, Keynes and Stephen 
J. Gould.  Using technology is an important part of this course.  A TI-84 graphics calculator is required. 

Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 

Prerequisite:  Placement of the Math Department (completion of Algebra II/Trig) 
 

 
Computer Science 

 
 
AP Computer Science 1 credit.  AP Computer Science in Java has the following goals for each student:  (1) 

to be able to design and implement computer-based solutions to problems in a variety of application 
areas; (2) to use and implement well-known algorithms and data structures; (3) to develop and select 
appropriate algorithms and data structures to solve problems; (4) to code fluently in an object-oriented 
paradigm using the programming language Java.  Students are expected to be familiar with and be able 
to use the standard Java library classes from the AP Java subset; (5) to read and understand a large 
program consisting of several classes and interacting objects.  Students should be able to read and 
understand a description of the design and development process leading to such a program; and (6) to 
identify the major hardware and software components of a computer system, and their relationship to 
one another, and the roles of these components within the system. 
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Modern Languages 
 
 
French, German, and Spanish are offered to all students. Levels I and II concentrate on basic vocabulary 
and grammar, as well as geography, culture, and current events. Level III focuses on improving 
conversational and writing skills. Two levels of the same modern language are required for graduation.  AP 
courses are offered to those students who meet curriculum requirements.  
 
Spanish 1 Honors 1 credit.   This course is the first level in the advanced track at Georgetown Preparatory 
School. As this includes a strong foundation of the present tense, students must have taken Spanish in 
middle school or demonstrate equivalent ability through a placement test in order to be eligible for the 
course. Eligibility to continue in this track depends on the teacher’s approval at the end of the school year. 
The advanced track consists of two advanced levels with the opportunity to advance directly to AP Spanish 
with the approval of the Spanish department 
 
Spanish II Honors 1 credit.  The course aims to reinforce the importance of second language acquisition 
through a variety of motivating activities and build upon skills acquired in Advanced Spanish I.  The 
curriculum includes all grammatical elements of Spanish 2 and 3, building on grammar, vocabulary and 
accurate pronunciation.  There is a heightened emphasis on understanding authentic resources and using 
these resources for written and oral communication.  Oral communication skills continue to be developed 
through pair and group work.  An audio and DVD program and numerous culturally authentic materials are 
used to supplement the textbook. 
 

AP French Language 1 credit.   AP French Language concentrates on a wide variety of reading and listening 
comprehension materials. Preparation for the AP exam becomes intensive during second semester. Writing 
tasks include detailed summaries of articles, three-paragraph essays, and idiom-infused emails. Speaking tasks 
include interviews, debates and spontaneous responses to conversational prompts. Students are required to 
follow current events and are regularly exposed to podcasts, online news and music. In addition, there are 
opportunities for cultural exchanges with French students from Lorient (Brittany) and Bordeaux (Southwestern 
France). 

French V  1 credit.  French 5 is centered on analyzing French culture through cinema and current events.  
Students are expected to react to the content, context and cinematography of a variety of French films that deal 
with the following themes: education, immigration, identity, social classes, war and power. Students will be 
asked to write, speak and debate about issues related to these themes. Excerpts from the works of major 
French authors, as well as articles and videos of current events are discussed. 
 

AP German Language   1 credit.  AP German emphasizes conversational fluency and use of the language 
for active communication.  The primary course objectives are to understand spoken German; to be able to 
express ideas orally and in writing, using common idioms and accurate structure; and to read selected 
passages with superior comprehension.  To that end, students will write essays on a wide range of topics, 
and use of the language lab for self and peer evaluation of oral skills. 
 

AP Spanish   1 credit. AP Spanish is designed to prepare students to score high on the AP Spanish 
Language Examination. There is a review of the material studied in all previous levels; the study and 
practice of advanced structures and idioms are added. The emphasis is on communicating in Spanish. A 
deep review of grammar and constant readings from newspapers, magazines, and other materials together 
with video material are the nucleus of the course; a text for AP Spanish and the access to Supersite are 
required. Notes by the teacher are used to extend, clarify, and drill advanced structures. There is a variety 
of methods used for increasing knowledge and use of Spanish, such as written reports, oral presentations, 
and updated media material. 

 
Spanish V: Introduction to Spanish and Spanish-American Film and Literature 1 credit  This course has 
been designed for the advanced student of Spanish as well as for native or heritage speakers.  The first 
semester centers on themes of family, school, and relationships between men and women, as seen through 
authentic literature and films from Spain and Latin America.  Essays, reflections and discussions provide 
students the opportunity to analyze and critique the thematic content in all modern Spanish-language film 
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and literature that we study.  The second semester expands upon the topics studied in the first semester, as 
the focus shifts from themes close to students’ personal experiences to themes that are generally more 
global, and less personal, in nature; these topics include immigration, war and peace, and economic and 
political injustice.  At all times, great care is taken to help students first understand Catholic social teaching 
in regards to topics of justice and peace, before entering into reflection and discussion.  By the end of  this 
course, students will have surveyed a great variety of Spanish and Spanish-American cinematographic and 
literary masterpieces, including works by Matute, Laforet, Monterroso, Rulfo, Quiroga, Unamuno, Cela, 
Poniatowska, Allende, Pardo Bazán, Borges, and García Márquez, among others, and will be able to 
engage in high-level discussion and reflection on all that they have seen and read.   
 
 

 

English 
 
 
AP Language and Composition   1 credit.  A course for those who wish to become superior writers, this 
seminar is designed to make each student a skilled reader of prose written in a variety of periods and 
disciplines, and a writer flexible enough to compose in a variety of modes and for a variety of purposes.  
The student will examine various expository and creative texts, with an eye towards recognizing each as a 
potential model for his own prose. A number of papers will be assigned each quarter, ranging in length from 
one paragraph to 10 pages. The teacher will guide the student through the process of drafting, response by 
peers/teacher, and substantive revision.  This course is open to juniors by approval of the department. 
Students are admitted to this highly selective course at the discretion of the English Department.  The 
successful applicant will, at minimum, have an A average in English over the course of freshman and 
sophomore years.  He will also have demonstrated a sincere interest in, and facility with, writing in English I 
and English II.  Students are required to submit one graded paper with teacher comments as part of the 
application process. 
 
AP Literature and Composition   1 credit.  This course is a college-level seminar in literary analysis. 
Students read, discuss, and write about a variety of text from a variety of cultures and literary epochs. The 
course is taught with an eye towards the AP exam in May: throughout the year, students are graded on their 
facility with analysis, interpretation, and expression.  This course is open to seniors by approval of the 
department. 
 

Prerequisite for above courses: departmental approval. 
 

English IV  From the list of four courses below, seniors choose a separate course for the fall and spring 

semester. Each semester course must be successfully completed with a passing grade [70 and above] in 

order to receive the required one credit in English for senior year and graduation.   Please note:  Students 

are not guaranteed both choices.  Students will be placed by the department according to 
availability. 

 
English IV: Masters of Micro Fiction.  1 semester This is a survey of short fiction that explores the history, 
elements, and emergence of the short story as a powerful medium in contemporary literature. We will 
dissect and digest this genre from the serialized story through the 21st century phenomenon of flash fiction. 
Students will read selections from Poe, Bradbury, Hemingway, O'Connor, Fitzgerald, Walker, Welty, and 
various others. Approximately half of the semester will focus on student-written short stories; students will 
learn to develop a narrative voice.  We will critique these stories in class and practice the art of revision. 
Tests and quizzes will evaluate weekly assigned readings. Students will also produce several analytical 
essays throughout the semester.  Each member of the class will complete a research project, which counts 
as the final exam in the course. Required text: Perrine's Story and Structure (provided by the English 
Department). 

 

English IV: The Hero in Literature.  1 semester. The critic Northrup Frye has said “fictions may be 
classifiedOby their hero’s power of action.”  This course will examine the concept of the hero as it has 
evolved through the five epochs of Western literature, beginning with the earliest examples of heroism 
(Moses, Jesus, Heracles, Prometheus), through the romantic hero (King Arthur, Lancelot, Fisher King), to 
high mimetic (Henry V), low mimetic (Robert Jordan), and ironic (Francis Phelan).  Texts will include 
selections from Greek, roman, Norse myth, as well as selections from the Old and New Testaments, 
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Beowulf, Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien, The Once and Future King by H.H. White, Henry V by 
Williams Shakespeare, and Grendel by John Gardner.  Quizzes and tests will be given on a regular basis, 
but the emphasis of the course is on writing.  At least six essays (including one research project) will be 
assigned each semester and there will be a semester exam.   

English IV : The Craft of Poetry.   1 semester.  This one semester class will dedicate itself to the study and 
practice of poetry.  In this seminar-style class we will read the works of a variety of poets and identify and 
discuss their defining thematic and aesthetic features.  Based on our readings we will incorporate these 
features into our own poems; approximately half the semester will focus on student-written poems.  We will 
discuss these poems in class and practice the art of revision.  Tests and quizzes will be given in conjunction 
with each unit; students will keep a portfolio of their own writing as well as complete a research project 
based on a famous poet.  Texts: Perrine’s Sound and Sense (junior year poetry text), Good Poems (Keillor), 
poem and assignment packet provided by instructor. 
 
 

Science 
 
 
Physics 1 credit.  This broad introduction to physics centers around the following Big Ideas;  transformation 
of energy, differences in macroscopic and submircroscopic behavior, and the connection between 
quantative information and its plausibility in context.  The course is open to students in 11

th
 and 12

th
 grades. 

  

  Prerequisite:  Chemistry and Biology or approval of department chair 
 
Honors Physics 1 credit.  This intensive introduction to physics centers around the following Big Ideas:  
interactions cause change, transformation of energy, forces are associated with particular properties of 
matter, describing systems allows for the analysis of behavior, and the connection between quantitative 
information and its plausibility in context.  The course is typically taken in 11

th
 or 12

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Honors Biology, Honors Chemistry, and/or approval of the department chair; 
  concurrent placement in Algebra III/Trig or higher. 
 
AP Physics   1 credit.   This college level calculus based physics course is taken after the successful 
completion of honors biology, honors chemistry, and honors physics.  The course emphasizes the following 
Big Ideas:  transformation of energy, differences between macroscopic and submicroscopic behavior, 
interactions cause change, transformation of energy, forces are associated with particular properties of 
matter, describing systems allows for the analysis of behavior, and the connection between quantitative 
information and its plausibility in context.  The curriculum is set out by the College Board and the course 
culminates in all students taking the AP Physics C Exam.  The course is typically taken in 12

th
 grade. 

 
Chemistry   1 credit. This broad introduction to chemistry centers around the following Big Ideas:  matter is 
atomic, changes at the atomic/molecular level, and the transfer and/or transformation of energy involved in 
atomic levels changes.  Conceptual understanding is emphasized over technical details.  The course is 
typically taken in 10

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Biology 
 
Honors Chemistry  1 credit.  This intensive introduction to chemistry centers around the following Big Ideas: 
matter is atomic, changes at the atomic/molecular level, and the transfer and/or transformation of energy 
involved in atomic changes.  The honors level course places significant emphasis on problem solving and 
abstract thinking.  Students learn to apply their knowledge to new situations.  The course involves significant 
mathematical rigor; thus, advanced math placement is required.  The course is typically taken in 10

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Honors Biology, advanced mathematics placement (typically concurrent 
Algebra II/Trig or higher), approval by department chair. 
 
AP Chemistry  1 credit.   This college level chemistry course is taken after the successful completion of both 
honors biology and honors chemistry.  The course emphasizes the following Big Ideas:  elements 
comprised of atoms are the building blocks of matter, the arrangement of atoms explain a substance’s 
properties, changes in matter involve rearrangement of atoms, atomic level collisions inform the rates of 
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chemical processes, and chemical behavior is directed toward lowering energy.  The curriculum is set out 
by College Board and the course culminates in all students sitting for the AP Chemistry exam.  The course 
is typically taken in 11

th
 or 12

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry with solid A (93 and above) in both,  
  concurrent placement in Intro to Calculus or above, approval of department chair 
 
Biology   1 credit.  This broad introduction to biology centers around the following Big Ideas:  evolution, cells 
as a system, interdependent relationships, storage, transmission and retrieval of information, and structure 
and function.  The course is typically taken in 9

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  None 
 
Honors Biology 1 credit.  This intensive introduction to biology centers around the following Big Ideas:  
chain reactions, reproduction and homeostasis, and evolution.  The course is typically taken in 9

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Placement exam, approval of department chair 
 
AP Biology   1 credit.  This college level biology course is taken after successful completion of both 
introductory biology and chemistry, generally on the honors level.  The course emphasizes the following Big 
Ideas:  evolution, homeostasis, and the transmission, storage, and retrieval of information.  The curriculum 
is set out by College Board and the course culminates in all students sitting for the AP Biology exam.  The 
course is typically taken in 11

th
 or 12

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Biology and Chemistry (typically Honors level) with a solid A (93 or above) in 
  both, approval of department chair 
 
Anatomy and Physiology   1 credit  The broad introduction to human anatomy centers around the following 
Big Ideas:  human body systems and their interdependence, risk factors for disease, defense systems, 
bacteriology, and microbiology.  The course emphasizes practical applications and connections to students’ 
daily lives.  The course is only open to those in 12

th
 grade. 

 

  Prerequisite:  Biology and Chemistry 
  

Social Studies 
 
AP Economics 1 credit.  This course is a standard year-long course in college-level economics.  In the first 
semester macroeconomics is treated: Public Finance, Inflation, Recession, The Federal Budget, Keynesian 
Theory, Supply-Side Theory and Monetarist Theory will be the chief subjects of discussion.  In the second 
semester, the course will turn its attention to microeconomics: Theory of the Firm, Elasticity, Utility 
Functions, Perfect and Imperfect Competition; Labor and Resource Markets will be treated.  The student 
will sit for two separate AP exams in May, one in Macro, the other Micro.   Students are selected by the 
department for this course based on their previous history and math grades.  A competitive candidate has 
come from AP US History with a B average or above or US History with an A average and comparable 
grades in upper level mathematics. 
 
 
AP US Government and Politics    1 credit.  This course is designed to prepare students for the AP exam in 
May. Moving at an accelerated pace, the nuts and bolts of government will be covered-- constitutional 
underpinnings, public opinion, conventional and unconventional political participation, interest groups, 
political parties, elections, civil rights and liberties, and the institutions of Congress, the Presidency, and the 
Supreme Court. A public policy component will be achieved through high level reading materials and written 
exercises. Classroom debate and discussion will also play a key factor in the presentation of the material.  
 
AP US Politics and Comparative Government 1 credit. This course is two semester courses.  During the 
first semester, students will explore the fundamentals of the U.S. political system including institutional 
underpinnings such as Congress, Presidency, and the U.S. Supreme Court.  The Electoral College, political 
parties, campaign finance, voting behavior, the media, and interest group behavior will be covered 
extensively.  A mock political convention will also be held.  AP Comparative Government is covered in the 
second semester.  This serves as an interdisciplinary course that will provide students with conceptual tools 
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necessary to develop an understanding of some of the world’s diverse political structures and practices.  Six 
countries form the core of this comparative study – Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia.  An 
emphasis on themes such as globalization, democratization, and citizen-state relations will be highlighted.  
Embassy briefings will be included.  Two AP exams will be taken at the conclusion of the course. The ideal 
student for this course has earned 85 or better in AP U.S. history and is recommended by his junior year 
history teacher or has earned 90 or above in U.S. History and has the recommendation of his junior year 
history teacher. 
 
AP Statistics 1 credit. Please refer to description in Mathematics section. 
 

AP Modern European History    1 credit.  In addition to basic exposure to the factual narrative, the goals of 
this course are to develop an understanding of some of the principal themes of modern European History 
as well as an ability to analyze historical evidence. Themes for the course will be chosen from political and 
diplomatic history, social and economic history. The course will cover European history from the 
Renaissance to the fall of the Soviet Union.  The textbook will be supplemented by other readings. There 
will be four 2-3 page essays each marking period. Quizzes will be given on random basis. 
In order to be accepted into this course, a student should have outstanding recommendation from his junior 
year teachers and a high grade point average from 11

th
 grade U.S. history.  Class size will also be taken into 

consideration. 
 
AP Art History 1 credit.  This course will fulfill the senior year social studies requirement.  The course 
description is found in Art section of this course book. 
 
American Politics 1 credit.  This is a course designed for seniors to further students’ understanding of the 
intricacies of the three branches of government and those forces that shape public policy decisions.   
Special attention will be paid to current events as a vehicle for observing national, state, and local issues of 
importance.  Students who show success in the course as identified by the teacher may take the U.S. 
Government AP exam in May.  This decision will be made in consultation with the Academic Dean. 
 
Economics  1 credit.  This course is designed to prepare a senior to successfully encounter a college 
course in macro and microeconomics.  It will use a college-level economics textbook and will familiarize the 
student with all of the topics normally addressed in a year-long college course: In macroeconomics that 
includes Aggregate Demand Aggregate Supply analysis, National Income Accounting, Monetary and Fiscal 
Policy and Externalities; and, in microeconomics, The Theory of the Firm, the Costs of Production, Perfect 
and Imperfect Competition and Wage Determination. Graphical analysis will be a central component of the 
course. 
 
US History  1 credit.  This is a survey course  that explores the people, events, and forces that have shaped 
the American experience from the Age of Exploration to the 1980s. The course is reading intensive and also 
emphasizes expository writing based on secondary and primary sources. This course is typically taken in 
the junior year. 

 
AP US History  1 credit.  This is a survey course that prepares juniors to take the AP examination in U.S. 
History by studying and writing about the people, events, and forces that have shaped the American 
experience from the Age of Exploration to the 1980s.  All students in the course will sit for the AP exam in 
the spring.  A student who wishes to apply for AP U.S. History must have achieved a minimum grade of 85 
in the AP World History course, or a grade in the low 90s in the regular World History course. In addition, 
the student’s PSAT reading scores must indicate that he possesses the skills necessary for success in a 
reading intensive course. Finally, the student must receive the recommendation of his Global history 
teacher. 
 
Western Civilization  1 credit.  This course surveys the development of western civilization from ancient 
empires to post World War I Europe. The textbook material is supplemented by videos, slide shows, group 
presentations and primary sources.  This is a course typically taken in freshman year. 
 
Global History .5 credit.  This course is a general survey of the history of China, Japan, Africa and Latin 
America from the Ancient Period (2500 BC) to the Modern Period (1350 to present).  The course will also 
introduce students to regional and global themes.  Particular attention will be given to the relationship 
between non-western regions/nations and the rise of European colonization and imperialism. Students will 
take a practice SAT II World History exam and will be encouraged to take the actual exam on a date closest 
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to the completion of the course.  This is a course typically taken in sophomore year. 
 
 
AP World History 1 credit.  The AP World History course is designed to develop a greater understanding of 
the evolution of global processes and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies.  This 
understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical 
skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and 
consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  The AP syllabus is followed and students 
are prepared for the AP exam in May.  This course is for highly motivated sophomores who have been 
strongly recommended by their Freshmen World History teacher, and have demonstrated advanced skills in 
writing, reading comprehension, and academic commitment as demonstrated by grades of 90% or better in 
Western Civilization.    Students must apply to the course for selection by the department and Academic 
Dean. 
 

 
Religious Studies 

 
 
Religion I: Introduction to Catholicism and Hebrew Scriptures   1 credit.  In the first semester the students 
are introduced to Catholic belief, morality, and worship.  The second semester is an investigation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures which provide a foundation and context for the Revelation of God in Jesus. 
 
Religion II: Christian Testament and The Church in History   1 credit. This course begins with the study of 
the Gospels.  In the second semester students explore how the Church evolves, progresses, and matures 
in its understanding of and faith in Jesus throughout history, from Paul to the Second Vatican Council. 

Religion III: Christian Ethics, Personal and Social: The Virtuous Man in the Public Arena 1 credit.   
It was the desire of Ignatius Loyola that the Jesuit school educate the virtuous man who would be active in 
the public arena.  Toward this end, Junior Religion is a yearlong course in Christian Ethics, Personal and 
Social.  In the first semester, we will examine what it means to be virtuous by drawing on the Classical 
philosophical traditions, the Doctors of the Church and the Scriptures, as well as the modern thought that 
has advanced it.  In the second semester, we will examine, through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, 
the cultural, social and legal structures that constitute the local and global public arena to understand better 
the demands of a faith that seeks justice.  
 
Religion IV: World Religions (First Semester) and Contemplatives in Action:  Christian Spirituality for the 21

st
  

Century (Second Semester)  1 credit.  World Religions is a required course for seniors.  It will examine and 
explore the major faith traditions in an effort to understand the different articulations of transcendence, seek 
common ground, recognize the truth in another religion and the good in another culture.  In short, to better 
understand the world into which the student will enter and the people with whom they will engage.   
Contemplatives in Action is a required course for seniors which seeks to examine the Christian spiritual 
tradition in both theory and practice.  Ignatian Spirituality and other forms of the Christian contemplative 
tradition will be explored and practiced in an effort to see clearly the connection between contemplation and 
action.  There will be a strong experiential component to this course to expose students to the actual lived 
practice of prayer in the Christian tradition and its call to service in the world. 
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Christian Service Program 
 

There is a service requirement at each grade level of the Religion Curriculum.  They are listed below: 

 

Freshman Religion – Each student must participate in a group activity involving Catholic Charities or other 
local agencies.  In addition, there is a class-wide service project in the winter for one school day. 
 
Sophomore Religion – Each student must volunteer 20 hours of time at a local agency. 
 
Junior Religion – Each student must volunteer 20 hours of time at a local agency. 
 
Senior Religion – A student must complete a project of 50 hours during the spring or summer previous to 
senior year. 
 

 

 

 

 

ESL COURSES 
 
American Studies is an overview course designed to introduce ESL students in their first year at Prep to 
US history and government.  In addition to the focus on the mastery of the content, emphasis will also be 
given to the development of the necessary academic skills in English: reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking.   This course is a supplemental class designed exclusively for ESL students and does not take 
the place of another course at Prep.  

 

ESL II is an Intermediate level course for ESL students to practice and reinforce their reading and writing 
skills.  The focus is on mastering the writing of paragraphs.  Students also read short stories and novels in 
addition to studying grammar.  Students hone their reading and writing skills over the course of each 
semester and then collect the reading and writing assignments in a Portfolio which is evaluated and graded 
at the end of each semester; the Portfolio takes the place of the exam in this class.  This course is taken in 
place of the English class for the student’s given year, such as Freshman English.   
 
ESL III is an Advanced level course for ESL students to practice and reinforce their reading and writing 
skills.  The focus is on mastering the writing of essays and summaries. Students also read short stories and 
novels in addition to studying grammar.  Students hone their reading and writing skills over the course of 
each semester and then collect the reading and writing assignments in a Portfolio which is evaluated and 
graded at the end of each semester; the Portfolio takes the place of the exam in this class. This course is 
taken in place of the English class for the student’s given year, such as Freshman English.  .  
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ACADEMIC COURSES 2014-2015 
 

Art        English 
Freshman Art       English I, II, III, IV    
Graphic Design       A P Language and Composition 
Glass Art Studio       A P Literature and Composition 
A P Art History 
A P Studio Art I, II 
Art: Materials & Methods 
Digital Photography 
 
Classical Languages      Modern Languages 
Latin I, II, III, AP IV, V      French I, II, III, AP 
Elective:  Greek I       German I, II, III, AP 

Spanish I, Adv. I, II, Adv. II, III, AP, V 
 
Science        Social Studies 
Biology        Western Civilization                                          
Honors Biology                                                                                          A P World History 
A P Biology                                          Global History                 
Chemistry       US History 
Honors Chemistry      A P Art History 
A P Chemistry       A P Modern European 
Anatomy & Physiology      A P US Politics & Comparative Governments] 
Physics        A P Economics [Macro and Micro] 
Honors Physics       A P US Government & Politics 
AP Physics       A P US History 
        American Politics 
        Economics 
      
              
Mathematics       Religious Studies 
Algebra I       Religion I, II, III, IV 
Intermediate Algebra       
Algebra II/Trig        
Algebra 3/Trig       Computer Science 
Geometry       AP Computer Science 
Precalculus                                                                                   
Introduction to Calculus       
A P Calculus AB       Music 
A P Calculus BC       Music I 
A P Statistics                    Prep Singers 
AP Multivariable Calculus                                                                          String Ensemble 
        Band/Jazz Band  
        A.P. Music Theory   
         
ESL Program        
ESL English I, II, III       
American Studies 

  


